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TummtY-FourTH Coneress, Ist Session. 


Mr. ENGLISH. I move to lay the resolution | 


of the gentleman from Virginia upon the table. | 
Mr. GROW. Before that motion is submitted || 
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Several Memspers. Too late! Too late! Out 


|| of order. 


The CLERK. The gentleman from Illinois 


I wish to say a word, and I will not detain the | (Mr. Wasusurne] having submitted the motion 


House long. 


|| to lay the resolution upon the table, the Clerk 


Mr. READE. Will the gentleman from Penn- || thinks itis too late to move to amend until that 


| 


sylvania permit me to respond to an interrogatory | 
ut me by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Mciuw? 
Pa LOW. No, sir; I have but a word to | 
say, and I will yield the floor altogether. The 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. McMu uy] states 
that the minority of the House, with whom he 


candidate for Speaker, for whom they have been 


motion shall have been disposed of. 


Mr. DUNN. What is the question, then? 
The CLERK. It is upon the motion of the 


| gentleman from Illinois, to lay the resolution of 
| the gentleman from Virginia upon the table. 


Mr. READE. I desire to ask. the gentleman 


; || from Virginia [Mr. McMc uy] a single ques- 
acts, have brought forward a national man as || tion, as he has a 
The CLERK. The gentleman will proceed i" 


pealed to me. 


yoting; and then calls upon the House to come || unless there be objection. 


forward and organize upon a national platform 
and upon a national candidate. Now, ! believe 
the records show that sevénteen men from the | 


North have voted with this minority. All the || approve of the proposition made by me the 


| 


others are southern men. I suppose, then, ac- | 
cording to his authority, seventeen northern men 
yoting with the South upon a question consti- 
tutes them a national party; so that we may here- | 
after understand, when it is requisite to constitute | 
a national party, that if we of the North can get 
seventeen men from the South to go with us || 
we shall constitute the national party. That is 
all that is wanted to secure the right to nation- | 
ality. 

Mr. GOODE. I should like to ask the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania if he can name any man 
of his political party who has, at any time since || 
this voting commenced, supported any man as 
a candidate residing in any one of the southern 
States? 

Mr. GROW. As far as that is concerned, I | 
will simply tell the gentleman that the record | 
shows seventeen northern men voting with the |; 
South. 

Mr. GOODE. I repeat the question. He | 
speaks of these seventeen northern men who | 
have supported this northern candidate who is 
also supported by the South. I ask him to name 
a single northern man belonging to his political | 
organization who has voted for any southern | 
man? 

Mr.GROW. I have said nothing in reference 
to that question. [ was simply stating what was | 
the definition of the gentleman’s colleague [Mr. | 
McMutt1y] of nationality. 

Mr.GOODE. As far as the party with which 
the gentleman is connected is concerned, its only 
definition of nationality consists in sectionalism. 
The whole organization is a sectional organiza- 
tion, and nothing else. 

Mr.GROW. AllI desire to say is, that, ac- | 
cording to the definition of the gentleman from | 
Virginia, it is only necessary for seventeen men 
in this House to vote with the South, to consti- | 
tute nationality. I think that three millions of 
voters living at the North are entitled to some 








consideration in determining a question of nation- 
ality as well as the seven hundred thousand south 
of Mason and Dixon’s line. 

Mr. GOODE. We have men voting with us 
residing in various States and sections of the 
North. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I merely wish 
to ask my colleague, [Mr. Grow,] as his re- | 
marks interest me to some extent, how he makes 
it appear that seventeen northern men in this 

ouse, voting for the candidate of the Demo- 
cratic party of the Union, and he a northern 
man, makes a southern party? I should like to 
know how he makes it out? It is a simple pro- 
cess of arithmetic, and I should be pleased to 
see it solved. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I now re- 
new oy motion to lay the whole matter upon 
the table. 

Mr. DUNN. I will put my amendment ina 
perer shape. I move to amend by adding, after | 

¢ words ** appropriation bills,’ the words— 


jacwed oe ae ng,20 much of the Kansas and Nebraska bill, 
the Missouri Compromise of 





Mr. READE. I desire to ask the gentleman | 


| from Virginia if the party with whom he acts— | 


I mean those who voted for Mr. Ricuarpson— | 
other day? 


Mr. McMULLIN. I approve of that part of | 


| it which is embraced in my own proposition. | 


{Laughter.] lapprove of it so far as it approves 
of the conduct of those gentlemen from the | 
South who have been voting for a northern man. || 
Thus far I approve of the proposition of the || 
gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. MORGAN. I move that the Buncombe || 
resolution and the Buncombe amendment be both || 
laid upon the table. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I deny the charge that the || 
resolution is a Buncombe one. 
Mr. MORGAN. I do charge it as such. 
Mr. PAINE. Mr. Clerk, I have one word | 
to say in reference to what has fallen from the || 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mc- 
Muu. }_ [| came here for the purpose of trans- 
acting the public business, and to throw no ob- 
stacle in the way of the accomplishment of so 
desirable an end—fully determined to act as a | 
national man on this floor# And, sir, the prop- | 
osition which came from my colleague, [Mr. | 
Reape,} it struck me, was of a very fair and 
honorable character, and one properly to be sub- 


| 
mitted to this House under the circumstances in | 
which we are placed. If that proposition, then, | 
is to be considered at all, I trust that it may be 
entertained in good faith. | 

Now the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Me- | 
Mv uy} has raised his voice and sent forth tothe | 
land, that wehave set before us for our adoption 
a proposition like that submitted to the body by 
the gentleman from North Carolina. 

Mr. McMULLIN. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission, I will set myself right in the matter. I 
did not so declare as he has stated. I announced | 
that the proposition which I offered embraced one | 
branch of the proposition of the gentleman from | 
North Carolina, to wit: that we of the South had | 
submitted a northern man; and that the majority 
of the southern members having selected, have | 





| voted for him. Therefore I asserted that that 


branch of his proposition was embraced. 

Mr. READE, (in his seat.) Yes, you are 
from the South! 

Mr. PAINE. Mr. Clerk, it is well known 
that we are here in the situation of a sick man 
needing physic. Panghtes] However nause- 
ating it may be, 1 apprehend that in an emer- 
gency there is no man who would refuse to take 
it; and I alsu apprehend there is no man so child- 
ish that would not resist its being forced down 
his throat, together with the bottle. That is the 
situation in which we are placed by the selection 
of this northern man. e is brought for our 
acceptance, hedged around with a wall which no 
honorable man, standing as I do, can either get 
over or undertake to climb. That resolution 
offers an insult to the constituency which I rep- 
resent; and however well-disposed I might be 
to it by in order to elevate this man to 
the Speaker’s chair, I cannot do it unless I put 
that insult upon my constituents. That is the 
position in which we are placed; and I wish 
merely to say this in order to counteract the im- 
pression which may go forth from the gentle- 
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man’s remarks, that I stand here obstinately 
persisting against the organization of the House. 
(ries of ** Question!” and “ Call the roll ”)} 

Mr. KEITT. What is the question? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Wasusurne] moves that the resolution of 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. McMuuuix] 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. KEITT. Does that motion include the 
proposition of the gentleman from Indiana in 
respect to the reinstatement of the Missouri com- 
promise ? 

The CLERK. It does not. The motion to 
lay upon the table was made first, and it cuts off 
the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. KEITT. Did he not offer it as an amend- 
ment to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Virginia ? 

The CLERK. He did, but it could not be re- 
ceived during the pendency of the motion to lay 


|| upon the table, 


The yeas and nays are called on the motion te 
lay upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
to lay upon the table was agreed to. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

[Cries of ** Call the roll!’’ “*Go on with the 
call!’’ from all parts of the Hall. 

The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- 


| ing was the result of the sixty-second vote: Whole 


number of votes cast, 223; necessary toa choice, 
112; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received........... Sno onngene 106 
William A. Richardson ......00 cscccses ager ees aal\a 

Betsy MES PONG is va vec ccctdineces Rdanedecr . 7 
Benjamin F’. Letter ...c ccescccecvtchaccsbeqcict¥e! a 
SOMNOR Tas ONG oc icacdks eaee Ce cucccwncceadsadeeecuiet: & 
John Williams...... ss... shdcokuaeuen pemtideewiont 1 
John Scott Harrison ........ 0.05 ee bdeqeasdtasktvion 
Alexander C. M. Pennington.......... beeeed sosues 1 
James C. Allen..sscesscece C8460 coved Seed ctiqnéeted sm 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Hen- 
ry Bennett, Benson, Biilinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, DeWitt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 


| Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 


Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 

ton, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun- 
| kel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian 

Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Nurton, 
| Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 

Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
| Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 

Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thursten, ‘Todd, 
| Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
| Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washbarne, Israel 
| Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
| worth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawiord, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, sane W. Htris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Me- 
Queen, Sinith Miller, Milison, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peek, 
Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith,William Smith, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wins- 
low, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, r- 
idge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Humphrey 
Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, eaten, Ready, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Scott, William R. Smith, Sueed, Swope, 
Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, aud Zoui- 
coffer. 


For Mr. Leiter—Mesers. Dunn and Moore, 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler, 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Ball. 

For Mr. Allen—Mr. Richardson. 

The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- 
ing was the result of the sixty-third vote: Whole 
number of votes cast, 223; necessary to a choice, 
112; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received ......+....sseeeseee «105 


eS 








William A. Riebardson,...... errr rey ; 
li We So OMOEs ha Swsc a weSees Seaeks Cee ROE 

Bie ei SECO co cc Sanvasduce cule besaeicnn sae ) 

Jan ee | 

SORT FV GRINS 6 cove ces noes Kievan canted 60:9:40:0:5100 08 l 

J is Hart ide dGiunieesdeues eens une l 
i PASI vases COT TT ER TOT UL TT ee l 
tlexander C. M. Penmingwon...ccecscccccecceccces 1 
So there wv 3 wl Chine ( 

The following is the \ in detat! 








For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Ben 
Bilinghurst, Bonehar hishop, Bliss, l~haw, Bren 
Vutiington, Burbingame, ies TE. Campbell, Lewis t 

» Ezra Clark. Clawsou, Colfax, Con 


Cumback. Damirell, Punothy 
todd, Duriee, Mdward 


» 

to 

Campbell, Chath 
( , Cragin, 
I 











in, De Witt, Dick, Diekson, 

Foorte, Plagler ne Calbert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. fall, Harlan. Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Val 
entine B. Horton, Howard, bing ston, helsev, hang. iia 
Kuight, Knowlton, Kuox. Kunkel, Leiter, Ma oe. Matte 
McCarty. Meacham, Killian Miller. Morgan, Morrill, NI 
Murray, Nichois, Norton, cE ker, Peltou 
Ponuimgton, Perry, Pett Pu i Ratehi 
Robbins, Rob ris, Rotuson, Sabin. Rage, Sapp, s roan 
Bimumons, Spinner, Stanton, Sura ppan, Phoring 
ton, “Ph me ton, Todd, Trattoa, Ts iv. Wak Mae, 
Wil re, Waldren, Cadwalader © yurne. Dhiba B. 


Washburne, Isracl Washburn, Wa Wood 
Woodnul, and Woodworth. 
For Mr. Richardson—Messrs 
Barksdaic, Beil, Weury Ss 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwiatader, Caruil 
Clinginan, Howell Cobb, Williainson R.W. Cobb, 
Crawtol ver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, 
Faulha ! ce, Thomas J. D ! 
wood, Augustus Hai!, Sampson W. 
Ha irris, ert. Hickman, Houston, Jeweit, 
Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kertt, Kelly, Kadw 
aaah, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, Me 
Queen, Siiith Miller, Millson, Se eal Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Powell, Quitman, Rutiin, Rust. 


tson, Welch, 


Aiken, All 


Bennett, Bocock. B 








Harris, ‘Thomas L. 








Sandidge, Savage, Reward, 


Rhort Samuel A. Snauth, William Smith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and 
John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller.—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, ¢ 









hile, Bay rege Pataca a le i ‘fae ee . Balie, 
Eth ridge, Eustis, Evans. Poster. J. Morrison Harris, Har 
rigon, ae n, Hotfman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, regs \ 


Ma irshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready 
i, Rivers, Scott, Willium R. Smuith, Sie ai Swope, 
Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitey, and Zolli 
+ Mr. Leiter 


Mr. Orr 


-Mesers. Dunn and Moore. 
r. Willits 

ry Mr. Williams—Mr. \ 
> Mr. Hurrisoa— Mr 
r Mr. Taylor 


Vieeler 
Henry M 
6 Mr. Riehardson, 
LIror Mr. Pennington—Me. Ball. 
Mr. BROOM. Task the indulgence of 
Tiouse for a f/w moments for 1 of sub- 
miutting to them a sug by which the difh- 
culty in the way of the organization of this House 
may be removed. We have 
now for the 


Fuller 





this 
he purpose 
pury 


Festion 


bee ni b Uloune hie re 


space ot two we ks, and without a 
‘e . 1 . . 
result, or the pr ospect ora resuit. It is manifest 


toeve ry one that the obstacle in the way of orvan- 
ization is the qui 
voluntary servitude within tl 
United That obstacl 
would be no difficulty in the 
tion of this House. The 


tion of the non-extension of in- 


1 'Perritorics of the 

removed, sir, ther 
way of the 
whole c 


rtates, 


Organza 


untry in 
agitation, and,as has been observed I by the or ai - 
man from Virginia [Mr. MeMunuinxj| this morn- 


there 
trom this 


ing, IS now 
very 
‘The great abjeet of this Government should b: 
to allay this agitation, to excif@inent, 
and to Yr store to the pe ople peace and hi 
trom one end of this Union to the other, 
may indeed not only be ealli dl a hation, 


war 


quest 


Upon our border 


arisiny 


Ion. 


suppress 
wrinony 
that W 


vut that 


we may exhibit our nationality by our attach- 
ment to all parts of our It nion. 

The subject of a dissolution of this Union ~ 
heen, sir, for some time past, too lightly spoken 


of, in violation of the admonitions of the great 
futher of his country, who en oun d upon those 
who were hina fervent and ardent 
attachment to that Union as the only basis of our 
peace and of our happiness. : 

The proposition, sir, that T am about to sub- 
mit, is not in the form of a joint resolution of 
the ‘Si nate and House of Repres 
we are 


to suceve ‘d 


sentatives, for, as 
not organized, such a matter could not be 
t2 that form presented; but if the question which 
has lutherto batHed and defied ; 
promise can be adjusted 
the nature of 


ymi- 
all, it must be yet in 
by the pres nt ¢ 
With that view T present the pr 
Which IT wiil take the liberty of reading to th 
House: ; 
Whereas it is obvious 
House has been, and is stil, 
tieable 
tamed and 
lives conce 


tic Territo: 


li Spirit of ex 


a compromise ‘on- 


#Tess. position 


anization of this 
d and rendered imprac 

Ws and Opinions enter 
and their Representa 
involuntary servitude in 
States: And whereas it is 


that the org 
delays 
by reason of discordant vi 
adhered to by th 
rofige the subject of 


ies of the Cunted 





¢ people 
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highly desirable that the people of this nation should 
t » fur a etl it per t tra il a 
S¢€ i wainst we furth witation t qu ! 
have tutherto batiled and detied the cou 
Which constantly tend ‘to 3 lr ne p 
vir beloved country irom the 2 lL ty ni Lite 
sacred ties Which now Hus together tbe varivus part 
Theret 
Resolved, That the Touse of Representative by and 
With the advice and comscute th sec nat nea Py es 
‘ I tonuited Ss dol ‘ tleis » tiie | ices Oo 
1 irene ¢ w I si is the supreme 
' al tribun ‘ i titutional law, tor 
their adindication and deetsioa, whiel: shall be flual and 
conciusive thereon, the following question maumiel 
At th int th line was interrupted by 
{ us po t I G \ nterruprled vy 
i 4 
suts of fare 
The CLERK. Order, gentlemen 
Mr. BROOM. I reer t os us a 
subject should xeit the mirth Of @wentlenen— 
ved laughter}—of ) profes 
tu yatromsaliny d t to th 
‘io yyy Ute vrit On f whieh is leadn 1 
{' He \ | t' - ) . Y ul y % I W - 
ol wy re ‘ Ct or i \ ' bh 
j ! 
d. wid t r } ( tO refer 
to t ) ver tribu 1 fo. liud 0 nd d . 
1 
1on pol of constitu nal law which keep 
the people d ded { ! ted J had tru dl 
irom t rio Ss of tue su tranda 
' . 1 : 
desire to avoid all this ¢ ulty, throwch a lon 
sion of Coneress, th would at least have 
’ ' 
be received with 2 ett ( derauion 
‘7° » . , . j ' . 
Che remainder of my resolution embraces th 
following proposition to | ubmiutt 
1. Has the Pederal Government, under the powers enu 
merated aad delegated ja and by the Constitution of the 


United States, 
ever, 


or otherwise, any power o7 wthoriwy \ 
either to provi des ta 
vitude, or in 
such evolu 
States? 

2. Has the Federal Government, after h 
a delegated power in the erection of a Ter: 
vided a government therefor, the 
repeal or abrogate the same ? 

Has the Federal Government any power or authority 
Whatever to establish any line, such as that commonly 
known as ‘tite Missourt 








Muntary s 
Any Lavaner to legislate upon th ubject of 
tary servitude in the Territories of the United 
ving exercised 
tory, and pro 
power or authority to 







compromise lines” whieh shall 
designate the limits of involuntary servitude in and among 
the : 





ajl the 
now acting as ructions 

this House. The yt mbody 
feasible - by far, 
ton of the ques- 
judicial tribunal of the 
s for adiudie and decisions the 


pairtinen Crovernment agcrec- 


I believe, involve 
obst: 


These ] ions, 
questions which are 
to the organization of 
a spirit of 
than that of 
tions to the 
United Stat 
coordinate di 


Inve to bind 


yronosit 


COMPPrOnMSE 
Is?0—the 


supreme 


More 


‘ : 
Sub ts 


thon 
ts of the 
a final 
subj Ct. 
people of this 


themselves to that decision as 


ee} , > s| 
and conclusive settlement of the whole 
Such a setdement would 
country, a matter of 


Mr. HU 


man 


e, to the 
rejoicing, 
MPHREY MARSHALL. 


allow me to ask 


Will the 
ther itis in 
i cont mpl ition of his resolution, that the memi- 
vrs of this House should wait tor the Supreme 
; ° [ Laughter. } 
OOM. In reply to the ¢ 
would say I 
had not prepared the resolution in the 


+] | 
went him whe 


i} 
| 
Court to decide 
Mr. BI 


R ntleman’s 
qui stron, I 


hand that I 
shane of a 
Llouse and of the Senate, 


stale d befor 


; ns > «fh 
holnt resolution Of thre 


beeause the House had not yet or ranized, But 
if we cannot elect a Speaker, these propositions 


Supreme Courtfor their 
and, after they should be deter- 
mined, should hear no more of the Nebraska 
bill and the ee Compromise. 

Mr. SMITII, Tennes ssee. TT ask the in- 
dulzence of the Ho ise lia few remarks at this 
time, The reptleman from Pennsyl: Lhe. 
broom] | has wholl ly mistaken, as [ conecive, the 
difficult ands in the w iy of the organi- 
ZATION if this Hous The dit cul Vy IS hot pre 
sented in the difference of opiion in relation to 
the extension of ‘slave ry into the 
the United State That question hia 
tled. Whether slavery shall go into the Terri- 
tories of the United States, or not, is a question 
over Which the House of Repi 
now no control. That ithed during the 
last session of Congress by the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill. The diffeulty which les in the way of the 
organization of the TLlouse was disclosed the 
other day in the remarks of my honorable friend 
from Ohio, [Mr. Camppseti.] | should further 


might be submitted to the 


is 
deternination, 


wnla 


which st 





s been set- 


entatives has 


Was 8S 


have miterrupted him at that tune, but from the 
fuct L feared I should be trespassing upon the 


Te rritories of 





December 17, 


time of the House. Hei ‘ated that a Spe 








ker 
could be eleeted if he would make pledges in 
relation to the formation of th comm lees f 
this Hlouse, or in relation to his opinions upon 
the question of slavery. "The difficulty, sir, which 
exists here relates to the persons who shall for 
the committees of this House, as w 





man. Lwil 
and l an or} Lt 
il propo iLionhs 


I suppose they 


chof that honorable gwenth 
do thre reptieniman the ere dit to sav— 


to doit—that he 


thi tile Spe 


i 

is Indicated 
! 

i 


to beable spurned ¢ 


to him, if any were made. 
I knew not 
came, and i apn vlad to know 


Hradec 


were made, though from Whom they 


eentleman 


that thre 


did not entertain them. While 1 dgfer from that 
Ce UUM TE OP UILOTL pO thee subse et of slavery, 
{ admire those “prin iples whieh induced bien to 
spurn all propostions made to him in relation to 
the formation of the committees of this House. 


Ty 


Way of tie organ 


difiiculty in the 
Llouse, it is only 
have here than 
oae hundred and thirty iIncmibers who are opposed 
to the Kansas-Nebraska bill, d to the 
‘Xtenston of slavery into the Territories of the 
United Stat And why do they not act together 
and organize the We have thrown ne 
ir way—lT mean the Democratic 
have voted upon principle, and we 
ed them to do thes same. ‘So far from 
istruetion to the 
is a large 


how, sir.that this is not th 
ization of thie 
hneeessary to sl 


nat We more 


a d OP PONSe 





Lfouse ? 
dititeulty in the 
party. We 
NAVE expect 
lavery 
oreaniz 


jOrLly 


this s question bene an ot 


ation of the House, there 
who aeree ln OPpPhilot m 


nia- 
relation to the 


eXtension of slavery into the Territorics of the 
Un ed sstate Ss, and who are opposed to se How, 
then, can that question stand in the way of or- 


ranization ? different 


No, sir: the trouble is a 
s9on r the better 


Let is come out, Lie 
a was a dificulty in organizing the House 

1 1849, and it would never have been organize d 
if the whole matter ich caused that difficulty 
had not been fi te out and exposed, so that 
the country could see and know the true condi- 
tion of thi hes as the y existed here. So it should 
be now. . 

I hope no such proposition as that submitte ad 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Broom| 
will be entertained by this House. We have 
our opinions, and We ace: rd to the Opposition 
the same freedom of opinion W mare we entertain; 
= [ would not utter a word which would be 

alculated to irritate or stir up difficulty here. I 
want to see an organization, onl I hoy ve it will 
be soon effected. But if that party which is in 
the majority, and which agrees upon the great 
controllin: eq vestion, eannot orranize this House, 
I ask who can do it, and how can it be den 
Ve receive no propositions and we make none 
on this side of the House. We vote upon prin- 
ciple, and we mean to stand upen what we con- 
sider national princip les, and necessary to the 
perpetuity of this Union. Lam not one of those 
who go to extremes upon the slavery question, 
and 1 freely accord to northe rh members the ir 
opinions upon the same subject; and all Task of 
them is, that they come to nothe rand organize the 
House, and allow us to go to work and do the 
business of the j I will not lend my aid 
to it, | I never ean vote for the man who 
entertains the prineiples of that party. 

‘he gentleman from Ohio [Mr. C AMPBELL | 
ought tocome out and disclose the party who 
made those propositio ns,if any have been made, 
in regard to this contest. Such a disclosure will 

reanize the House, and that, too, very q uckly. 

ae B ROOM. I withdraw my resolution. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Tellers were called for, and ordered; and 
Messrs. Cutten and Haven were appointed. 

The ILouse was divided; and before the tellers 
rey } 


one, 


country. 


weCAUSe 


yrted, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessce, 
and nays. 

[Cries of * No, no!’’ *It’s too late!’ 

Mr. ORR. Let the count go on byt 

Mr. JONES. 
yeas and nays. 
“ The CLERK. I suggest that the count had 
better be finished by tellers before the question 
is put on the yeas and ni Ly 

Mr. JONES. It may be too late then. 
sist on nly demand for the yeas and nays. 

The tellers continued to count; and reported — 
ayes 83, noes 94. 


called for the yeas 


llers. 


1 insist upon my call for the 


I in- 





1855. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. JONES withdrew his call for the yeas and 





Mr. WAT vi it 

Phe Clerk put qu m Whether the yeas 
and nay hould be ordered 

Mr. SMITH, of Virgu I understand that 
| lt ( to adjou:. has been decid d in th 
Lit RSIVe.. 

The CLERK, Yes, by tellers 

Mr. SMITH. By tellers, of course; and now 


those who voted in the negative want the yeas 
and nays. 


Mr. LOCOCK The call for the yeas and 





nays was made before the t rs had 
he yeas and nays were not order 


So the motion to adjourn was disagreed to. 


Phe Clerk accordingly proceeded to eall the rel 









' 
on th sixty-fourth vote, with the followiner 
Whole number of votes cast, 223; necessary to 
a choice, 112; of wh 
Nathaniel P. ianiks TOCCIVOG si side cctscies eccuses 1) 
We EE Oh, Hee PIN i div dcd hacidw ec dacewivecaekoas To 
Henry M. Fuller........ TTT TOC Te OTE ‘ 
Benjamun I. UCP cccdoeesscececseseseeésuvcocese 3 





James L. Orr 
John Wi eau 
Jobn Scott Harri 
Warren Wins! 








So ies was no choiee, 
The following is the vote in detail 

For Mr. Banks— Messrs. Albright, Alhxon, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghur-t, Bingham, Bishop. 
tliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Butiington, Burlingame, James 
Hi. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbeil, Chatiee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damcell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Wiit, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durit “dwerds, Ea . Flacie ilo 
way, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl 
ton, Knox, Kunke!, Leiter, Maee. Matteson, MeCariy 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrul, Mott, Murra 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Peiton, 
Pennington, Perry. Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvianee, Riicii 
Robbins, Roberts, Rovison, Sa . Sapp. Sherman, 
Simmons, Spuimer, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring 
ton, Thurston, Todd, ‘Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, 
Waltbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eifitvu 
6B. Washburne, tsracl Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richavdson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett. Bocock, Bowie, Boyce 
Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Carutiers, Cas 
kie, Clinginan, Howell Cobb. Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Craige, Crawtord, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, 
English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuiler, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert. Hickman, Houston, Jeweit, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt. Kelly, Kidwell, Leteier, 
Linapkin, Samuch SS. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullia, Sle 
Queen, Smith Miller. Millson. Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Powell, Quitinan, Rutlin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Sanith, William Smith, Stephens, Stew 
art, Taibott, ‘laylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wins- 
low, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car 
file, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Edie, 
Etheridge, Bustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Har- 
rison, Haven, Hothnan, Kenueit, Lake, Lindley. Humphrey 
Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Purvear, Reade, Ready, 
Rieaud, Rivers, Scott, Wiliam R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
Trinppe, Underwood, Vaik, Walker, Whitney, and Zolli 
cotter. 

for Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Herrison—Mr. He ury M. Fuller 

For Mr. Winslow—Mr. Richardson. 


Mr. THORINGTON. I now renew the reso- 
lution which i offered this day week. In doing 
so, [ presume there will be no vote taken on it at 
this time. ‘The obj: ct of my offering it nove is 
that there sh: 























4 
ll be no advantage taken of the par- 
ties here—if the members occupying seats on thi 
floor ean be called such. i therefore offer the res- 
olution, and hope that an ad journm nt will oa 
place, and that meanwhile members will conside 
the propriety of adopting this plurality fuaaieniae 
as itis called. Lask for its reading. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

on That the 


the election of a 5 





Hiouse will proceed immediately to 
aker viva voce, and if, atter the roll 
shail b ive been called three times, no member shall have 
received a majority of the whole number of votes, the roll 
shall again be called. and the member who shall then receive 
the largest number of votes, provided it be a majority of a 
quorum, shall be declared to be chosen Speaker. 


LETCHER. I move that the House do 
now adjour 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. On that motion 
1 call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were declared b y the Clerk 


not ordered, onl y twenty members rising in their 
seats. 





Mr. JONES. Count the ot 





The oth le was « 1; and the yeas and 
ity Wwe o ord red ; 

Mr. JONES. JlLask fort rs on the eall for 
th ind Ly 

ry Ss Wer ore 1 wid Mi i W HELLER 
ane ¢ FAX V up d 

Th }H Mus \ ai id d 1 d { tellers ré 
vorted that the yeas and wer ot ordered, 
ene firth of a quot im not having voted im the 
atiirmainve 

‘he ou \ then taken on the motion to 
QaG uri iad W eed t 

And tl upon t Elon (at half-past three 
)’ Fy Pe Nr.) journed unul te-morrow at 
twelve o’clock, m 


IN SENATE. 





Trespay, December 1. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 


J dit Journal 0: 





adandanproved. 


Mr. SUMNER 


» 
>. } ficha 


pr tition of [thi 


ution to enable 





Him to make a 








nt of his pater 
stmosphericst \ittine intel 
nee, maul matter, &e., under direction ot 
ihe Postm ister Gen ‘ral: which was ret rred to the 
Comunittee on the Post Oiiice and Post Roads 
Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented the memorial 
of Jonas P. Levy, praying a revision by Con 
vress of the action of First Comptroller of 





tikes Tri SUPY Upok the act for bis rele f, approve d 
Anegust 3d, 1554; which was referred to the Com- 
mE e on Claims 

Mr. MASON prese nted the memorial of Eliz 
seake vo max, only surviving child of Capt Lin 
William eee ay, of Lee’s Legion of the Revo- 


lution, askine for five ve ars’ tull pay of a captain 
of dragoons, With Interest; Which was referred 


to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Mrs. 
Susan T. Lea, widow and administratrix of James 
Mavlk Thiiehi, pray ili coup sation for prop rty 
lost in the se rvice of the l brit d sites d tring? 
the war of 1812; which, with papers heretofore 
filed im the case, was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, it was 

Ordered, "Tit the papers in the ease of Margaret Bar 
nitz, heir of Colonel David Greer, praying counnutation 
pay, and the papers in the ease of the admunistrator of th 
surviving partner or Peter and Curtis Grubb, be withdrawn 
iri the tiles OF Ue Senate for presentation to the Court 
of Claus. 


On motion of Mr. SUMNER, it was 

Ordered, Tha a ule * papers in the case of Daniel Doland, 
a private in Capt ic’s company of New York volun 
leers, prayung a 1 slow for injuries received in the line of 
his duty, be withdrawn trom the tiles of the Senate and 
referred to the Counmnittee on Pensions. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. PRATT gave noties of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a billforthe improvement 
of the NAVIGATION ¢ t the Patansco river, and to 
render the portof Baltimore accessible to the war 
steamers of the United States. 

Mr. BAYARD gave notice of his intention to 
ask Jeave to mtroduce tl 


tia Le 


} 
1 fol llowine bills: 


} 

h 
A billtocomplete the D vare brealcwater: and 
A bill to continue the ane ment of the har- 


bor of Port Pr aes the harbor of New Castle. 
RESIDENT THE SENATE. 
CLAYTON. + offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its consideration now: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate to the Hon. Jesse D. Briaur the ditierene 
between the amount now received by hin and the eomp 
sation of Viee President from the date of his eleetion as 
President of the Senate pro tem. to the close of his service 


a> such.according to the practice which has hesetotore 
prevated. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wetter 
in the chair.) If there be no objection, the res- 
olution will be considered now. "Tie Chair hears 
no objection, 

Mr. CLAYTON. Ionly wish to say, sir, in 


reference to this resolution, that it is usual. The 
last four officers that have been clected President 


of the Senate, preee ding Mr, Briauy, have been 
pudin this manner. Itis the same compensation 
which has always been paid to others. 


Phe resoluuon was adopted. 








- 
oped 
PRIVATE CLAIMS. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. IT ask the Senate 
tal ip for canst ition the i \ h 
1 offered ie ee, in | 
MN Wibl wet ‘ iw > t 
s lon of ¢ 1 ! ou 
lto refer to t Court of ¢ 

\ mend nt was offered by the hone = 
{ i Maine, {M Lamy Nv ‘ 
» ob} on. Lhope t will | en 

\ Hotw indine the faet the other Ho 
tu yet organized, b ny ! ition 
Yh | in. | Nir STU=- 
Al r consideration 
bet 7 pose of the 
T Senator frou 
NI } Committes 
Ol py {Lo 
| qyeuil ! 
le time. I ‘propos now that the subject ba 
taken up, wid that the original resolution and 


amendment be referred to the Committee on 





Clans, that they may report some proposilion 
1 1} : e 
Written Will be accept ) » ate 
pot 
Che motion to take resolu was agreed 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I move that tl 
resolution and amendment be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Clams. 

‘The motion was acre bee to, 


Mr. FITZPATRIC 


refoa Hees but l fear that thi: resolution, ln its 


original shape, may embrace within its seope a 


claim which has been favorably 


| do not object to the 


reported on In 
o the prevatling 
opinion, does net properly fall within the juris- 


diction of the Court of Claims. The adopuon 





the Senate, and which, accords: 


of the resolution, as originally offered, would 
Vert the c! tlnnahits brine in ¥ it be fore Coneress. 
I desire to cuard aeainst that, but | ean brine the 
mitter to the notice of the Committee on Claims 
Mr. BELL, of "Tennesse: l offered the ori 
eimal resolution atthe commencement of the ses 
son Without nach reflection. *l thoucht the 
Senate would escape a great deal of trouble in the 
Investization of such sul ects, by referring at one 


to the Court of Claims as laree a elass as we 
thought proper. Other gentlemen thought my 





resolution too large in its SCOP , and they pro- 
posed to limit it. | have agreed, however, to 
refer the matter to the committee, im the hope that 
ula Vv will ri port something which will relieve us 
from the necessity of examimine claus which 
in be much better examined by the Court of 


s, Where both sides can be heard. | beleve 


that the public has often been wronged by the 
él parte, and sometimn j Careless, €CXamuUnation oF 
private claims—neecessarily so—by tl Senate 
and Hlouse of Representative s. I hope that the 
Comrnittee on Clarms will agree te make as lareu 


is possible the class of cases which should prop- 
erly be referred to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Lentirely concur with 
thre honorable centleman fr mn Tenn ©. if the 
dispo ition Which he propose sto make of priva 
Chums. f think at is very desirable to dispo 
of them by one act of the Senate. My 





only 
object in making the suggestion was this: the 
original resolution declared that all claims rv port 


ed on by committees at th last session be re- 





ferred to the Court of Claims. My constituents 
have | Ce nere for 
dam ted on them in 
P236 in favor of thre 
elann iro rentlemen 
\ , of such a qi ~ 
tion, that itis exceedingly doubtful wheth r that 
claim does fall within the jurisdiction of the 


Court of Claims, By the adopnon of the original 
resolution, therefore, that claim would b | { 
lia very awkward predicament. by the reso- 
lution it would be referred to the Court, which 
could not decide it. This would greatly tend to 
ce lay action by the Senate. 1 only designed 
ruard against that conting: ney. 

Mr. BEL L, of "Lt Hmnessec, The Senator 3 
remarks are very proper, 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I desien my remarks 
for the Committee on Claims : 

Mr. HAMLIN. IT concur most cordially in 
thie objec t soueht by the resolution subinitted by 
the Senator from 1 hiessee—— 


ry 


Lhe PRESIDING OF! 1At. The Chair 














laeanaaee 
would state to the Senator from Maine that there 
is no question now The 
ginal resolution, with the has been 
referred to the C ums, and there 


no qu mecnate. 


before the Senate. ori- 
amendment, 
ommittee on Cl 
is, therefore tion before the 
Mr. HAMLIN. Very well. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


rT . + -~- 
I'vespay, December 18, ikoo 
T} » House met at twelve o’clo k, m. 


he Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 
j j V} 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 
fr. THORINGTON. 
lution which I offered 


iourned ye 


I now renew the reso- 
just before the House 
| 


’ 1 ¢ al ‘ re 
teraay. I submit the followmeg: 





Reso Phatthe House will proceed immediately to 
» cle ion of a Speaker vira voce, and tf, ter the roll 
have been called ines, no member shall have 
\ i Piha I ol Wit nauiber of votes, the roll 
ehail asain becaled. andthe member wiio shall then receive 
tid noe i votes, pro eabat amayorily of 
gquoru iali be « trod yi cho i } 
— .e ATTN ar 
Nir. JVe/A LissOwN. I move to lay that reso- 
lution vpon the table; and upon that mouon J 
} — — “we " 
demand the yeas and na 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
f~. WA Y . on : 
Mr. WALKER. I ask the gentleman from 
Iowa to withdraw his resolution to enable me to 
Ri a personal explanation. 


Mr. THORINGYWON. I will withdraw it for 


Mr. WALKER. Intakine my seat upon thir 








floor I had determined, as a general rule for my 
action here, not to notice newsnaper comments 
upon my course, Butat this par ar jut ‘ 
) n of parties in this Ho in 
rrea ont ANXIELYV CaUS | y tha 
by tl siiure of this Hou t] far 
or wo wide a k owl ’ t a . 
yber n this floor, how humble, 
1 known he may be, becom ‘ 
ject i ¢ tit , of ex in 0 nd I f i} 
‘duc tomy nd to the ywithwhich I 
ac Lh », to vindicate n Wh cond t,and, 
far as I[ can, attempt, at ieast, a vindication ¢ 
tnat party. 
J held in my hand a ee published 
southern extreme of this Union, a leading pay 
in my own district—a paper devoted to the advo- 


cacy of the Democratic 
That paper, of the 
comnit 


party of this 


country. 





13th of the present month, in 

ntingupenan article e found in another 
paper published in the same city, but which 
pap rs upports the great pr Cc ipl es of the Amer- 
ican party in that country —I say, in commenting 
upon that article, the paper r I hold in my hand— 


the Mobile Recister—uses the following lancuage: 


1 
t ) 
ov 





“The Democratic party in Congress has taken its stand 
upon its principles—principles not of to-day or to-morrow, 
but princi at will stand the test of time, aud remain 
the sure foundation ofa party that appeals to the patriotisin 
of the people to support it for their own and the country’s 
good. ‘They have no bargains to offer. They do not choose 
to buy southern Know Nothings to do their duty to their 
constituents with the paltry pelt of an office, or 


pies tit 








a contenipt 


ible advantage in the distribution of the powers of the 
fiouse. ‘They offer a creed and a candidate that ought to 
command southern Know Nothing votes; but the Adver 


tiser and its small party in Congress prefer trifling to duty, 
prefer to waste Uleir sulfrages on impossible candidates to 
pomntng z them where they will tell against the enemies otf 
the mth; and they salve their consciences under this 
solemn mockery by ee solid body of seventy-nine 


Democ ming to their corpor: ul’s guard of thirty, 


rats for nete 








and eicctung Humphrey Marshall. Oh, but they are will 
ing to go to Richardson, but they have met with no en- 
couravement from the Democrats; they have been sated 


with contempt. We tancy no Democrat would have thrown 
an obstacle in their way if they had walked up to vote for 
Richardson. [f they have met witha rebul¥, then, it is on 


account of the trade they brought in their bands as a con 


sideration for their voting fer Richardson. They are ready 
to do their duty, rez to make common cause wiih the 








vat Abolitionism, pro 
ration for it. Out upen 
such ti nagar nt attempts to hoodwink the ople of the 
South in re-erence to the true state of this case! The fact 
Sti inds patent to the publie eye, that the sout hern Know 
ngs are engaged in solemn trifling, while they 
itu their power to have defeated the arch-cor 
ud, Weed, and Greeley, who are plotting against the 
ty of the 1d the peace of the Union.”’ 


party that is available to con 
a tiey gi 


get a valuable conside 








Sout 





In the issue of the same paper of the day pre- 
ceding this, in another article comme nting upon 
the state of affairs in this House, the editors re- 
fer to me by name, and charge me with having 
trifled in the discharge of my duty: they say, 








um record ik as } 
Davis for Speaker, and that in 
Davis voted for me, 


that upon a certain day daw fi 
voted for a Mr. 
turn Mr. 

Now 


Vv, sir, as Tremarked before. under ordinary 
circumstances, | should have taken no heed to 


such comments; but TL think the time has come 


Lavine 


Whenevery inan s position upon this floor should 


not only be known to his fellow 


-members, but 
mn ide known to the eountry. Ele should make 
re he stands, and where he intends to 


i 17 ’ 
Hd, Why, : 


l 

KRiOWN \ 
er - i} ly > 
ir, Lillis Small body of 


1 
Hirly men 
7 J 





have not only been the target for the press of tu 
cou but they have been used in this Hous 
the game of shuttle-cock and batile-door, by 
he f ibiicans on the on _ , and by thi 
Democracy on the other. W1 has the wentle- 
man from Tenness « {iie. Sheeen said? Theat th 
Democratic party was the only one inthis House 
etn u gh gered the prin- 
etple of j nee, of party exch ness. 
They met ianieeae same us, pted 
a resolution W Ihle h many of thee ilmer members 
of the party cannet but admit to be an insult to 
} uv onthis floor who agreed w hem 
on tl ral pr inles of Government, and 
( aifiered \ ih them oan reieren to a! 
} f legisiative expedien i 
VW , wnat ts the « yndition of thts small hoe V 
of thirty men? and where do they stand? Hay 
vied thy rina spirit of captiousness, of 
caprice? What objects had they to gain? What 
had been the result of persistency in their efforts 
n this floor? Why, sir, is there a man here 
who has not before this realized the fact that, if 
these southern Know Nothings, on the opening 
on, had rallied to the support of th 
VMemocratiec cal didat on and he re pt rmiit me tosay 
hat fam glad to have met that gentleman in this 
Hall—l say it though not belonging to the party 
f which he is the standard-bearer—the compli- 
nt extended to him 1s justly his dues) the 
t, L say, must now be realized by all parties, 
ut, rk th soutne Know a had, at 
openine of the contest, thrown themselves into 
tiie ranks of that gentleman’s supporters, there 
could have been no result other th un to hay » free- 
oiled the organization of the House. \ union 
of the southern Know Nothings with the Dem 
ocratic party cou ld not have insured the election 
fT? 


Ricuarpson, for the simple reason, that 
{ s united would not constitute a ma- 
jority of this House, and such an effort would 
in all probability have plac ed the control of the 
House in the hands of the Free-Soilers. Then, 
ofar as the southern Know Nothings of this 
Llouse are concerned, the effect of our action has 
been to stave off and prevent such an organiza- 
t10n as thie one mentioned. 

But, sir, that party claims to be a national one. 
It was said on yeste rday, that its claim to na- 
tionality is predica ted on—what? On a certain 
number of southern gentlemen ealling themselves 
Democrats, who have united with fifteen gentlemen 
from northern States, only one or two, I believe, 
coming from a State further north than Pennsy!- 
vania. This union ofa portion of southern mem- 
bers upon this floor with a small fragment of the 
ntation, constitutes, in their ap- 
prehension, a full and complete title and ground 
to the claim of nationality. C ontrast their posi- 
tion, so far as the claim to nationality is concerned, 
vith that of the National America or Know 
Nothing party of this House. Some twenty-six 
or twenty-seven southern gentlemen with fifteen 
northern gentlemen, coming from some of the 
larrest States in the Union, uniting for a common 
purpose, standing upon a basis known to 
country, and pledged by their acts here to do— 
what? Why, to abide by existing laws on the 
subject of slavery; to resist with all their efforts 
a renew% al of the agitation of the subject in and 
out of this Hall; and to vote for the admission 
of a State into the Union, whether its constitution 
does or does not recognize slavery as one of its 
social institutions. This is the position of this 
much-abused and vilified American party of this 
House; and when I use the term ‘* American 
party,’ understan d me as only making applica- 
tion to those thirty or forty With whom 1 have 
thus far acted. 

But, say my Democratic friends, theirs is the 
only national party. National! Why, sir, its 
claims to nationality rest upon a sandy founda- 
tion. 


two force 


northern represe 


i 


this 





December 18, 






“Now, I would ask them, and in no taunting 
spirit, Whether they have the power to unite in 


harm onlous ac tion its members from different see- 
tions? Laskthem to point me to any great princt- 
ple emblazoned upon their present banner, potent 
cnouch to break down ge socoghion and sectional 
que SUIONS £ 


It has no just claim to nationality. It main- 
tains, itis true, here and there, its name and or- 
granization, but it has long since lost that uitegrity 
of aim and purpose, that attachment to principle, 
which heretofore won the popular regard and 
favor. 

it lives but under the shadow of its past renown. 
It can only purehase a nationality by unmanly 
and _— eful compromises. But even at such 
laim to nationality is an empty boast. 

North of Mason and Dixon’s line it has shared 
the fate of its old adversary, and been absorbed 
in the swelling tide of Free-Soilism. 

At the South, it is divided between the sun- 
porters and the opponents of the Administration; 
and it is a fact known to country, that its 
successes in the late elections, achieved as they 
were by the codpe raion of Whigs—who, with- 
out any nce ot opinion, save opposition 


acostit 


the 


( omer 








oth An lerican party, united with th m for the 
ime-—have been rather the result of local and 
State issues, and a misconception of the aims 
ind purposes of the new party, than any gen- 
eral popular be care of any great, living 
principle of the Democratic party. Task if this 
is not a portr uture of the Democratic party ? 
Yet this is their claim to nationality; and because 


southern men, having an ide ntity of feeling with 
them, withhold their cooperation, they are ac- 
cused as Ie aguing against that party with Free- 


Soilers. As long as that insulting resolution 
stares them in the face, and is not retracted, it 
places them ina oe posiuon. I ask the 


members o f that party, in all candor and kind- 
ness, whether they are just in putting us in that 
position ? 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to make a single remark ? 

Mr. WALKER. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES. As TI had the honor of submit- 
ting the resolution to which he refers, I wish to 
state exactly what was meant by it. I will 
merely state that the nationality of ee 
inste _ ot being represented upon this floor this 
day | ’y SIX national votes, would poll seventeen 
for Mr. Ricwar DSON, if it were not for Know 
Nothingism, which is understood, in my coun- 
try, to be sy nonymous with Free-Soilism. The 
ni tionality of the Democratic party in this 
House, in my opinion, consists in this fact: that 
the whole body of the Democratic members from 
the North, and the whole body of the Democratic 
members from the South, act together here asa 
unit. No other party here presents that aspect. 
Now the gentleman from Alabama certainty does 
not impute to me, or those gentlemen w ho voted 
for my re — an intention to insult any in- 
dividual, or any class of individuals. lam sure 
such was aa the case. My friend will search 
those tions in vain to find a word about 
the American party. We speak of the Know 
Nothing party, which, in my country—and [ 
presume it is the same elsewhere—means Free- 
Soilism concealed, in contradistinction to Free- 
Soilism openly and public ly professed. 

F merely wish my friend to understand, as an 
allusion was made to the same thing yesterday, 
that, as I unde rstand the Democracy, they only 
wished to place thenrselves on a national pk utform 
before the whole country, so that neither gentle- 
men from the North nor gentlemen from the 
South should misunderstand the ir position. They 
mean to stand upon tl hat platform without com- 
promise or co! ne ession; they do it from devotion 
to what they believe to be a great principle, and 
asa duty which they owe to their country; but 

they oe did design to cast any imputation 
upo: }any lass or classes of men. 

1 hope, " therefore, my friend from Alabama 
will understand that, in speaking of the Know 
Nothing party, as a Pennsylvania Democrat I 
mean to - that, but for that party by that 
name called and know n—and the records of the 
country sustain me in that position—I believe 
that Pennsylvania this day would cast a vote 
that no man would question the nationality of. 

Mr. ALLISON. Will the gentleman from 


resolu 





1855. 








Alabama allow me to put an inquiry to my oaks 
leacue from the Berks district? 

Vir, WALKER. I will yield for that pur- 
pos 

Mr. ALLISON. 
my col 

that the 


> know whether I 
| unde rstood 


principles of the Know 


} 
1 Wish 
understood li agi arizht. 


him to say 


Nothing party and of the Free-Soil or antu-Ne- 
braska party were identical, and therefore that 
there was not a majority of national Democrats 


from Pennsylvania on this floor. 
derstood my colleague aright, | wish to say that 
I indorse the idea expressed by hir To had it 
not been for the fact that the Penn 
vania condemned the Kansas and Nel braska act 
of the last Congress, it might have been that sev- 
enteen national Democrats would have been found 
upon this floor; but having condemned that act, 


Now, if I un- 





pe OF nile oO 


the Know Nothings and the Free-Soil party 
united, and Pennsylvania is represented here 
by a majority of those who condemn that act. 


{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. JONES. What was my colleague’s ques- 
tion? I did not understand it. 

Mr. ALLISON. The question [desired to put 
to my colleague was this: Whether lL under stood 
him aright to si ay that the sentiments of the I'ree- 
Soil party and the Know Nothing party were 
identical upon the question of the extension of 
slavery ? 

Mr. JONES. 
self in thre 
derstood. 

Mr ALLISON. 
colleacue. 


Mr. JONES. 


Yes; 


but [ wish to explain my- 
e words, 


so that I cannot be misun- 
Oh, I perfectly agree with my 


What I meant to say, Mr. 
Clerk, was this, that the national Democratic 
party of Pennsylvania are willing any day, and at 
any hour, to meet the Free-Soil party, as known 
by that name, and to risk everything upon that 
issue before the people of Pennsylvaima; but when 
a society, calling r itself Know Nothing, is also in 
the field, with: 
those very same Free-Soil principles—an under- 
ground organization with an above-ground opera- 
tion—between the two, the Democratic party 1s 
left with only six Representatives standing; but 
we are proud of those six. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. Will 
the gentleman from Alabama allow me to say a 
word in reply to my colleague 

Mr. WALKER. Not now: <3 prefer to goon. 
We are all, Mr. Clerk, in the habit of hearing 
much said about principle and party, but L think 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [| Mr. Jones, | 
in the preparation of his resolution whic h was 
adopted by the Democratic catcus, and the per- 
sistence of that party in adhering to that reselu- 
tion, 
that there isa proneness in all men to er 
mere principle with party. ‘They seem to forg 

sir, that the two things are essenti: uly differs nt: 
that the principle had its birth long before party; 
that the party is a mere instrumentality to carry 
out an established fact which is an idea of the 
mind—a principle which, though it in facet has 
no substanuality, though it has no tangible shape 
or form to the outward eye, though I cannot hold 
itin my hand as I do this glass, yet, sir, that tt 
has within itself a power and a vitality of its own, 
whilst, on the contrary, a party is a mere means 
for the purpose of carrying out and putting life 
into that principle. 

The gentleman says that the Democratic party 
stands upon prince iple. Now, what can you hear 
from theirown ranks, from the more frank among 
them, upon this ve ry subject of organizing this 
House, and of the object the *y had in view in 
placing themselves upon that ‘platform ? ? Why, 
that they had no hope of obtaining the organiza- 
tion of this House; that many of them do not 
desire it; that the y look at it asa hazardous thing 
for them in a party point of view; that the coun- 
try may possibly hold them re sponsible for what- 
ever legislation may take place in this Hall; and 
that, therefore, as a mere party movement, it 
may not be wise and politic for them to take the 
organization. And yet, forsooth, their action is 
based upon a naked, great conservative prineipli 
Are there not men upon this floor who oce upy 
the same ground with themselves upon this prin- 
ciple?—a principle going back, if you please, to 
the great vital doctrine of State rights; an indi- 
rect recogmition of the sovereignty of these States; 


rsecretorganizatlo n,and conce aling 


only show what is by no means uncemmon, 
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that this Union, all clorious as it has 
ov, as it en done heretofore, al) 


bh} ‘SSINGS, and Serving asa means to carry out the 


SION 


been, se- 


eurin imaginable 


purposes of its founders; yet that, after all, it is 
not the Union—the Union alone, upon whieh the 
reflecting man of this country bas his hopes 
and rests his affections. With him the Union is 


secondary in Importance to the pr inciples it was 
ad to pe 


ae 
of the 


design 
worthy 
and 
and pr 

But 


rpetuate and establish, and is only 


just man’s and the patriot’s r 


s to carry oul 


‘Vver- 
ence support so long as it serve 


rpetuates those principles. 


lam wandering from my object. I spoke 


, 


in the first place, of the condition of these parties 
inthe House. J willnow, asl amupon the floor, 
say something of the condition of parties in the 


country, to account for the preset nt aspect of polit- 
ical affairs in this country. How h Ippens It, Sir, 
that there is in fact no national party now? How 
happens it that one great party has disappeare d 
from the field of action, and that another party, 
which so long held sway upon the popular heart 
of this country, has lost its claim to nationality ? 
How happ ns it that we are 
ments and fragments? How happens it that we 
becoming more or less sect 
professions? Why reasons I will 
give you: Your party leaders—the men who 
molded the public thought, and directed the pop- 
ular heart, the men who made parties and gov- 
erned them by that power w hich is the result of 
rare combinations of mental and meral qualities, 
have lett the stave of action. 

We no longer have the firm-handed, cranite- 
willed Jackson, with his strongly-marked 
viduality, to head the columns of tl 
and Jead them on to victory. 

The ‘name and memory of Ciay still hold a 
spell on our minds and hearts, but the strains of 
his almost matchless eloquence, flowing out, 


broke n 


up into sec- 


a 
are all 


ionalized Im our 


Sir, one of th 





j 
1nul- 


ie Democracy 





as 
they did, at times, with the swell and grandeur of 
some mls ehtv sy mp yhhony , no longer fil! the 
House, the field of his 
which his words went out over the land, stirring 
the hearts of his followers as with a clarion and 
summoning them to his standard. 

Wi 
but it 
erand 





Senate 


fame, the point from 


ster, to use his own words, ‘still lives,’’ 
is in the record of his great 
eloguence which form 
tional renown. But his firm-set 
derous brow, his cavernous and inward-looking 
eye, are no longer beheld in that august Cham- 


ber, the scene of his great confliets and triumphs. 


thoughts and 
na- 
firure, his pon- 


a part of our 


Hlis deep, sonorous voice, rolling and swelling 
under the tide of that wondrous ¢ loquence, which 
by turns won the imagination, captitred the rea- 
son, and subdued the heart, is no longer heard 
within those walls consecrated by 
The master-mind, the con r, ay, and the 
restraining spirit of New Eneland, no 
lives and Jabors to direct and guide her people, 
and save her from and encroach- 
ments upon her sisters and her equals 

And the pure 


his genius. 
trolling 
longer 
ageressions 

patriot—the great statesman of 
the South—the man in whose policy, self had no 
place, save as his personal fame was identified 
1e Who never gave 
itfor m ankind—w hose 


with her glory and prosperity; | 
up to partly What wi As me ai 
whole life was unsullied by a stain—whose 
nature was never seduced by office 
intimidated by the fear 
from the path of right; 
powers to the 


noble 
f or honors, or 
of calumny or detraction 
he who gave all his creat 
iring to the South the 
full measure of and to the inculeation 
of those true rovernment upon which 
rest the sovercigaty of the States, and the 
sequent perpetuity of the Union; the man who 
never trimmed or changed his policy to suit party 
demands or exigencies; the man whose lare vir- 
tues made him the object of the hate and envy of 
partly hue kster rs and time-se rvinge de magrozues.— 
the great Calhoun no longer lives to counsel and 
to warn us. 

The Ithuriel spear of his living intellect, with 
which, in his indignant scorn, he pierced through 
corrupt party designs, and probs d to the quick, 
pure : sable party demagogues, no longe r gleams 
and flashes; it has been shivered and broken by 
the scythe of Death. 

The three great representative men of the na- 
tion—the grand triumvirate, who, thouch never 
holding the reins of Government in their hands, 
though never winning the place and title of Pres- 
ident, yet stood higher than those upon when 


task of sec 
her rights, 
ideas of 
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popular favor cast 
power of their intellects 
popular thought 


the office, and who, by 
molded and directed 


and valed the rulers,—have been 





taken away And who remain to head and lead 
rt f 22 ‘ 

Between those men of whom [ have s ‘ 
ind those who now a re to t narly ieac in 
this country, what a wide stretch of barren waste 
there is! Some of them are st laboring in the 
noise and confusion of past controversi Some 
have lost their usefulness, their dignity, and thei 
patriotism in the dark ex pools of a ionism 
There i IS how ho man in th ( l VW oO 
sheak, has those larg d vrand } nal prop 
tions which attract to himself the common eye, 
and center around him the comimo pes of the 
country. This, then,is one of ‘ f reasons, 
hh my udeme nt, for the p nt ¢ ition of 
things. The country has now no leader ihere 
is now no one great man, standing out—¢ it- 
like—commanding and eiforeing popular regard 
and authority. lt was butural, W en thi par 
ties had lost their old leaders, when their places 
were filled by ambitious men of small stature, t 
uiauirs should assume their} t aspec iat, 
in the absence of those controiling men, we should 
be broken up Into fragments and se 

But, sir, | cannot mdulge in this train of re- 
marks further, as | should bo eo 00m in 
time and weary the patience of t rH But 
the fhet has manitt sted itself in this Ho , 10r 
the first time in its history, that an attemnt is 
making to organize it upona merely sectional 
quesuion., Why, sir, we \ erday heard a speech 
from a prominent member of this House, [Mr. 
banks,| whose position 1s identified, as we are 
informed by himself—at least such must be the 
inference of his remarks—with a great sectional 
movement, and places himself upon that move- 
ment to claim the support of a great party in this 
House. He rests his claim for support upon 
he staunchness of his anti-slavery opinions, 
boasting here, that from the S 


Setts, after his resistance to the 


act, he had been returned by 





mayor ly Th us claiming, ora 

to infer, rs that he pre dicated his success upon the 
fact that he was identified with thi it sectional 
movement. The other dav we Saks niaced upon 
our table a speech coming from one of those dan- 
dies in belle-lettres scholarshins—a speech written 


for the purpose of inducing the northern m 
believe that the slave 
been the great grasping power 


nd to 
ith h id 


in this Confeder- 


power oi tly Po 
I 





acy,—that, from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment to the present time, the slave powe had 
appropriated all the offices and power of this 
Government. Sir, what does all this mean ? 
Members from the North s em to think that 
the reason why the South has had so large as re 
in our governmental operations lies in the insti- 
tution of slavery. I tell them they are mistake 
It lies behind that stitution. lt is to be found 
in the administrative faculty belongine to the 
early settlers of the South—the Cavaliers and 


Huguenots—and which their 
inherited, 

Vhy, sir, | might ask, what great sentiment 
what rreat governmental 

: North? The ideaof thes parauion o Cl iureh 
aa Siate,as a foundations 
to be found in Je 
versal sultrage 


principie, origin 
‘ publi an princtipie, 18 
The right of uni- 
Marvland. The 
and Federal powei 
originated in North Carolina and other 
states, 

‘These men of the North talk here about the 
aggressions of the South, and they cite the 
Kansas-Nebraska act of the last session. Well, 

how history exposes their inconsistency. 
After the adoption of the Missouri 

1820, what took place in 
if | mistake North with a single 
exception, eve ry one of ils members who voted 
for that compromise. And again, sir, when the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill, which repealed that com- 
promise, before the pe ople of the northern 
States, what do we again see? Why, sir, 
only an exception here and there, they slew 
men from that section who voted 
strike out what in times past had been an offen- 
sive measure—to wit, the Missouri compromise 
line—thus showing a singular unsteadfastness. 
And yet, Mr. Clerk, is it not appareni that whet 


flerson S DOlil. 
had its birth in 
State rights 


paralicism of 


southern 


Sir, See 


compromse, 


the North? Why— 





not—the siew, 


came 
with 
the 


on this floor to 
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WAS yvroner in 


——$—$— ne —~>— 


1220 could not have well been 
i7htin 1k542 Andifa northern man were cut 
dow natthe one time on account of his favoring 
the Missouri compromise, beheved at that time 
10 be esse niral to the pre cervation of the national 
peace and quiet—if he were ent down for his vote 
in support of that measure, is it not passing 
when the 


stranee, followers of these men on this 
floor in the year 1854 vote to repeal what the 
North then rewarded as an objectionable measure 

that they should, for that very act, mect with the 


same fate which had befallen their pre deecessors ? 

Mr. Clerk, T have said far more than I dreamed 
of saving when I first rose to address this House. 
} have spoken diseursively and wanderinely, and 
Y have now but a few words more to say. Lani 
unxious to see this House orcanized. 1 am 
anxious that this Llouse shall not pass under the 
control of the Republican purty. ] shall feel it 
mv duty to use eve ry possible effort to prevent 

ich a consumimationas that. And for the pur- 
aad of indi ating here, and elsewhere, my own 
readiness to act with all men who are really con- 
servative; to aet with men who are sed to 
further disturbance on this exeitine sub ject of 
slavery; to act with men who still acknowledge 
their oblizations to the Federal Constitution; to 
act with men who are prepared to abide Ly the 
existing laws on slavery; 
here ~and, if Tam not mistaken, [think that in 
this [am speaking for almost the whole of the 
men with whom I have thus far acted—I am will- 
ing to ¢o into a conference with all men who are 
prepared to stand on that basis, to confer together, 
and see if they cannot devise some plan by which 
there may be a safe, healthful, and conservative 
organization of this House. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, it seems to me that the 
struggle between the dominant parties in this 
[Louse issimply this: whether the great principle 
of non-inte rfe rence W ith the richts of any portion 
of this Confederacy—States or Te ‘yritorles—save 
hy the parties interested in them, is the only tras 
Republican doctrine? And, sir, that, at least, ts 
ny political creed on this subject. And, 
I have misunderstood the wenfemen who bave 
thus far acted with me, the ‘y occupy the san 
ground; and beheving this » lam willing to confer 
with those members of this House who stand 
upon this general platform with me—to meet and 
confer with them, not as parties strugeling only 
for personal or polities al ascendency, but as men 
of any or all parties, actuate ‘d only by one com- 
mon desire to serve the great interests of the 
country, and to insure a trne and conservative 
organization of this House. I say, sir, that 
unless Lam greatly mistaken in the feelings and 
the opinions of those with whom I have acted, I 
am but expressing their own thoughts, and giving 
utterance to their own wishes and their own 
hopes. And [ submit this in taking my seat— 
and { beg that my words may be heard and 
understood—that if no organization be eftected 
this day, those members of the House, coming 
from what sections the ym cd , who are willing to 
abide by existing laws on the mine tof slavery, 
who feel it their duty to vote for the admission 
of a State into this Union w thes her its conustitu- 
tion does or does not recognize slavery as a part 
of its social system, meet in this Hall this ev n- 
ing, at half past seven o'clock, for the purpose of 
having a conference to devise some plan by which 
a conservative organization may be effected here. 

Mr. THORINGTON,. [now insist upon the 
consideration of the resolution offered by me last 
evening. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope the 
gentleman from Lowa will first allow me to saya 
word, 

Mr. THORINGTON consented. 

Mr. WASHBURN. It seems now to becon- 
eeded, or, if not conceded, to be satisfactorily 

woved by what has fallen from the lips of the 
Seunnehte centlemer on the other side, that there 
is in this Hali but one truly national party, and 
that is the party which has been giving its vote 
to the honorable centleman from Massachusetts 
{ Mr. Banks] for Speaker—f[laughter;] that that is, 
as is pli ‘inly and legibly exhibited and xpanded 
before the eyes of all men, the only ni rtional 
party in thiscountry. He has proved, sir, I dare 
nay to te satisfaction of this House, that the 
Democratic party, last year so dominant and tri- 
umphant, with one hundred and fifty members 


oppo: 





the subject of I say 


unless 





here, now dwindled down to some seventy-five, | 


iS nota national party, and cannot r pre sent the 
national feeling of the Union. That is unques- 
tionably true. It does not represent that forcing. 
itrepresents a section, and nothing else.and noth- 
ing better, And, sir, I submit that the gentle- 
man himself [Mr. Wanker] has shown that the 
narty to which he belon: 
There is no ditference, for he acknowledges and 
admits that he is influeneed, after all, by the same 
tea, the same principle, and the same thought, 
which governs the Demoeratie party. Tle will 
make his Americanism E his pro- 
saveryism. He, several days 
voting for a candid ite here in this Hall who, he 
now declar by implication, if not by words, 
stands with ids in favor, really and practically, 
of the doctrines of the Kansas-Nebraska bill— 
there, and nowhere else, because our business is 
with the things and interests of the day; and any 
man who to-day is ready—is pri pared to sub- 
mit to the doctrines of that bill, oectipies 


rs 1s as sectional as that. 


subordinate 


sir, has been for 


pre c Ise ly 
the same us sition with the men who v« oted for its 
passage. ‘To that extent of responsibility wiil 
any man and every man occupying that position 
¢ held by the country. 

Then T say the gentleman from Alabama be- 
longs substantially to this same party, and is as 
sectional woon this question as is the ‘Democratic 
party itse it’s 


thorough! y entirely, intensely sectional, Itmakes 


for ] maintain that that party Vv 18 | 


every Interest, every thought, every idea, subor- | 
dinate to the idea of the extension and perpetuag | 


tion of human siavery. 
he may have been as a Democrat—no matter how 
sound he may be as a Democrat upon ail the doc- 
trines of the party, whe ther of the tariff, public 
lands, internal improvements, or anything else, 
so long as he ise ‘ous idered to be unsound upon 
tion of slavery, he is not considered a 
Democrat; he is at once repudiated and tabooed; 
there is no place under the Government, from the 
highs 
ted. Noman can hold a place as tide-waiter, or 
as keener of a light-house, who will not bow 
down to the Baal of slavery, and swear to its 
divinity. 

It is, then, that sectional interest, that sectional 
idea, that sectional doctrine, that bind together 
and unites that party in this country which calls 
itself the Democratic party. And it is in oppn- 
sition to that sectional party, in opposition to that 
sectional idca—it is in maintenanee of the doe- 
trine of human right, in maintenance of the 


- 
Lae ques 


No man, however true | 
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‘st to the lowest, to which be can be admit- | 


doctrines of the Dec laration of Independence and | 


of the Constitution of the United States, that the 
party which has in this House supported as 


their candidate for Speaker the honorable gentle- |! 
stands; | 


man from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] 


and it will stand by him; it will maintain its | 


rround, until its principles are vindicated and 
trianphant, and till it has proved itself, North 
and South, to be, as it is, the only national party 
in the country. 

Mr. CAMPB! 
the floor. 

Mr. ORR. Task the 
venia to allow me to ask the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Wasusrcry] single question, I 
desire to know when he was elected to a seat in 
this House for the present Congress? 

Mr. WASHBURN. It was a year ago last 
September. 3 

Mr. ORR. Now let me ask the gentleman 
another question. In the election last fall, was 
not the party to which he belongs defeated, and 
a Democratic Lecislature elected ? 

Mr. WASHBURN. I will explain; and I am 
happy to have an opportunity of refe ring to the 
subje ct. Inthe State of Maine, at the last elee- 
tion, I will state to ane re »ntlem«< in, that the issue 


was not wholly, or per! er) principally, upon the | 


Kansas and Nebraska bil A leading issue was 
the Maine liquor law, ae at laughter,| and there 
were other questions of local interest. I will 


state further, that in that eanvass there were | 


three parties in the field. 
majority in that State 
Governor. Well, sir, aa 
a plurality of some three thousand votes over the 
Democratic party candidate, and in almost any 
other State in the Union he would have been 
elected. “Then, there was another party known 
as the Straight Whig party. The candidate of | 


It requires 
elect a ¢ 


an absolute | 
candidate for | 
tepubliean party had | 


“LL, of Pennsylvania, obtained , 


» gentleman from Pennsyl- 
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that party, and the party itself, professed to be 
as much against the Nebraska bill as the Re pub- 
lican party. 

Well, sir, the Democratic party at their State 
convention said nothing upon the subject. They 
indorsed the foreign poliey of the A dnninistration, 
by which, I suppose, they probably referred to 
the cy mage He of Greytown. ‘te ‘hter.] 
They p he iB made some re fe renee to the dome stic 
policy ‘of the Administration, but also averred 
that the y did not choose to express any epinion 
upon one side or the other in regard to the Kan- 
sasand Nebraska bill. The result of the canvass 
was, that Morrell (Republican) received some 
fifty-two thousand votes, Wells (Democrat) about 
forty-eight thousand, and Reed (Straight Whig) 
ten or eleven thousand votes. 

Mr. ORR. Now I want to ask the gentleman 
from Maine another question, He says the prin- 
cipal issue in the last fall’seampaign in the State 
of Maine was the Maine liquor law? 

Mr. WASHBURN. Yes, sir, a leading issue. 

Mr. ORR. Then do ft understand that the 
people of Maine like whisky better than they do 
freedom? [Shouts of laughter 

Mr. WASHBURN. Not exactly that; they 
like a little of the former, and a good deal of the 
latter. [Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr.ORR. Now,one more question. I desire 
to know of the gentleman from Maine, if he was 
not elected to this House by the Know Nothings 
of his district? 

Mr. WASHIBURN. I willanswer the gentle- 
man that Iam not aware that I was, although I 
may have received the votes of a portion of its 
members. At any rate Twas nota member of 
the order, and I believe that at that time its num- 
bers we i not very large in my district. 

Mr. ORR. One word more and ET will yield 
the ao I wish to know whether the gentleman 
himself—and whether Mr. Banks with him—did 
not urge upon the people of Maine, during the 
last fall’s contest, the fact, that the great question 
to be decided was the principle of the Kansas and 
Nebraska bill? Was not that the issue which 
they urged upon the Republican party? 

Mr. WASHBURN. I willstateto the gentle- 
man that Idid go before the people of Maine dur- 
ing that canvass, and that I did urge upon the 
party opposed to the Democratic party the im- 
portanee of their succeeding in the election in con- 
sequence of their aoe to the principles of 
the Kansas and Nebraska bill; but I was every- 
where met upon the stump with the plea that this 
was not an election of national importance; that 
there were no United States Senators to beclected, 
and no Representatives in Congress to be chosen: 
and that local matters were of paramount import- 
ance. It was everywhere urged, though | re- 
sisted the idea, that national matters should not 
enter into the canvass. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to ask the gentleman from 
Maine if he heard the speech of the distinguished 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banks,] in 
which he made use of that celebrated phrase, that 
he ** was willing to let the Union slide ?”’ 

Mr. WASHBURN. I did hear the speech, 
but [ did not hear him use the phrase. 

Mr. ORR. Then you did not hear the speech, 
I presume. 

Mr. WASHBURN, I did hear 0 speech to 
which I suppose the ge ontleman refers, but have 
no recollection of his using the saigonee which 
is oe d to him. 

Mr. C! \MPBELL, of Pennsylvania, (resum- 
ing. Mr. ( Jerk, L rise for the ] purpose of vindi- 
cating the great American party of Pennsylvania 
from the charges which have been made" by my 
colleague from Bucks county, in reference to 
Free-Soilism. I understood my colleague [Mr. 
Jones] tosay that it was understood in Pennsyl- 
vania that the American party and the Free- Soil 
party were synonymous. Now I beg leave to 
dissent from any such conclusion. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. If the gentle- 
man will permit me to interrupt him, I only wish 
to say that I distinctly announce ‘d that Iwould 
not use the name of the American party. 1 said 
that we in Pennsylvania considered Know Noth- 





/ingism and Free-Soilism upon that question to 


be synonymous. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, sir, I shall not 
quarrel about names: IT am aiming at substance. 
Gentlemen may call members upon the floor of 


1855. 


this House 


select the 


Americans, or they may 


naine Know Nothings, or use any other name 
they please, and Tecan tell the gentleman that he 
will find the Amerivans in Pennsylvania are not 
afraid of the name Abolition; but what I want 


now to disclaim, what J oim at 
members of this House that the 
in Pennsylvania is entirely a distinctive party 
from the Free-Soil party; and itis easily done. 

I will inform my colleague from Pennsylvania, 


is, to show the 
American party 


that there are Democratic members upon the 
floor of tltis House who were elected to their 
seats as Democratic Free-Soilers. I refer not 


only to the Representative from Wilmot’s district, 
{Mr. Grow:] not only to the county of Chester, 
aud the adjoining counties; but, sir, out of the 
five members from our State, ealling themselves 
Democrats, two, if not three, were ele ected upon 
their avowal of opposition to the Nebraska bill. 
I say the Democratic party in Pennsylvania 
were as much, if not more, reputed to be upon 
the ground of Free-Soilism, than the Mas rican 
party. At the reeent election, the American 
party nominated a candidate for Canal Commis- 
sioner; the Democrats had their candidate; the 
Republicans had nominated Passmore William- 
son, and they continued to vote for him, and gave 
him seven thousand votes in the canvass. Nichol- 

son received the suy pp ort of the Ame rie an party; 

and why did he reeeive that suy pport? Because 
it was deemed essentik uly necessary, in order to 
carry the State clection, to fuse these discordant 
clements. And the American committee of the 
State addressed interrogatories to Mr. Nicholson, 
and they were each and every one answered in 
the affirmative. He was pla ed upon the record 
as an American. He was asked: ‘*Are you not 
a member of the American party ? Do you recog- 
nize the prineip les of that party as primary and 
paramount? Are you opposi d to the introduc- 
tion of every ism into that organization which 
might place you, as tandard bearer, in a 
doubtful position??? "To each and all of these 
Mr. Nicholson answered in the affirmative. Tle 
was supported by the American party as an 
American, when the Democratic party of Penn- 
sylvania, in various districts and various parts 
of the State, threw themselves into the arms of 

Fiwo-dicilien:: and as such they are known and 
represents d upon this floor. I de ny, then, that 
the great American party of Pennsylvania is a 
Free-Soil party. Ido admit that gentlemen act- 
ing with the American party are opposed to the 

Kansas-Nebraska act. In my own district I 
received an open Whig nomination, and | was 
supported, and I am proud say so, by the 
Ani rican party. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If my colleague will per- 
mit me, I would like to ask him a question? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not wish to be inter- 
rupted at this portion of my remarks. I will 
yield to my colleague when I have finished my 

argument, and will then be glad to answer any 
question — he may desire to put to me 

Now, Mr. Clerk, I wish to say that the pe ople 
of my oie are oppose “dl to the Ki insus-Ne- 
braska act; and, re pr senting their sentiments, I 
am opposed to it; and [ trust that I shall ever be 
oppose ‘d to any measure of equal iniquity. But, 
SIr, the American party of Pe nnsy lvania came to 
the present Congress, and pre sented the name of 
a conservative gentleman as their candidate for 
the Speakership. True, that gentleman and his 
provisions of 
the Kansas-} bras ka bill; but a more conserv- 
ative gentleman could not have been offered for 
the support of members; and the Pennsylvania 
delegation, or a majority of them, have continued 
to vote for H. M. Futter for the Speakership, 
so long as there was any prospect of effecting an 
organization of the House with his name. We 
supported him in good faith, beeause he was an 
American, and because he advocated the prin- 
ciple which we advocated, so far as the Kansas- 
Nebraska act isconcerned. We did not.abandon 
him on account of his principles, but we lost all 
hope of organizing the body with his name as a 
candidate. 

‘We are not factious; we are not disorganizers. 
We look the question broadly in the face, and 
admit that the O; pposition me mbers cannot organ- 
ize the House aidan there is a fusion of some of 
these discordant elements. Striking, then, at an 
organization, and being sincerely desirous to effect 


our 


constituency we re oppose ‘d to the 
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that object, gentlemen with whom I act voted for 
Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts. And tell me why 
Because we recognized in that gentleman an anti- 
Nebraska man. 

And, Mr. Clerk, no man in this House, or out 
of it, has ever more distinetly placed his 
can sentiments on record than has Mr. Baxks, of 
Massachusetts. He of the pioneers, so 
to spr ak, inthe advoeae Vv of Ameriean principles, 
which my colleague represents. If he was 
of their prinetples, he would 
not have received the single vote of a single mem- 
ber from Ps nnsylvania who is now acting with 
him upon the floor of this House. We vote for 
him now to effeet an organization. He repre- 
sents our principles: and let me tell my colleague 
from Pennsylvania |[Mr. Jones] that he cannot 
submeree Americanism here. He may efieet that 
when the memory of Washington is submerged. 
We are Amerteans, and we will remain such as 
long as we have places upon this floor. I now 
thank members for their attention. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Clerk, I 
Wish to put a few questions to my colleague, and 
not to address the House. He that | 
would be the very last world who 
would put him in a false position before this 
House or the country. When L rose to ask the 
honorable gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WaLk- 
ER] a que — it was with the intention that his 
mind might be dis@bused, or that his friends 
might be disabused, from the idea that in passing 
that resolution we 
upon any 


\merli- 
Was one 


not 


knows 


man in the 


e meant to cast an imputation 
individual, or any collection of indi- 
viduals. Such was not the intention. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Certainly not. 

Mr. JONES. Lalso stated to the House that, 
as a national Democrat from Pennsylvania, | 
understood that Know Nothingism in that State 
was synonymous with Free-s 1 expected 
a res) y colleagues. ‘The 
honorable gentleman, [Mr. Auiisox.] known as 
a high-mind: d man, and boldly professing Kres . 
Soil principles, rose in his place and stated that 
he agreed with what I had stated; that it was 
right. 

I would not wish to place my colleague from 
the Schuylkill district (Mr. Camppens] ina false 
position, He has stated that that is not the fact. 


sontis i 





wonse from one of my 


Ife takes issue with me and my honorable col- 
leatue from the Beaver district, [Mr. ALLISON. | 
I wish now, mercly for my own satisfaction, to 
inquire from my coll ague, who says that the 


Know Nothing party in Penns ylva mia is not a 
Free-Noil part v, Ww hy s that the delecration frora 
that State, with the exe a ion of three members, 
vote for Mr. Bawksof Massachusetts, who is 
gublic! ly held up here as the very bone and sinew 
of Frec-Soilism? Ex plain that, and l sinaull by Sat- 
ised. Ido not know whether my colleague is 
a Know Nothing or not; | never asked him: and 
I meant no imputation when | used the phrase. 
I again state that the Know Nothing party, 
known by us as such, has principles synony- 
mous with those professed by the F ree-Soil party ; 
that it is Free-Soilism in disguise; and that that 
Free-Soilism alone, under the name of Know 
Nothing, is what prevents my State this day 
from casting seventeen votes fur Mr. Ricuarp- 
SON, instead of six. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 
Free-Soilism? 
Mr. JONES. 


yleasure. 


What do vou 
Detine your terms. 

I will, with a ereat deal of 
Lt can only define itas I understand it. 
Men and things have changed of late with won- 
derful rapidity. If Lam wrong Iean be corrected. 
Free-Soilism, about three weeks aco, Was the res- 
toration of the Missouri line. Mr. Gree ley rnow 
states in his paper that that is not the object of 
contest now; It means non-extension of slave ry 
The Free-Soil party means that party which is 
against the admission of any more States 
into the Union. Am I correct? 

Mr.CAMPBELL. If my colleague [Mr. Jonrs] 
had inquired of me w “he ther the Democratic party 
of Pennsylvania had gone over to Fre Soilism, 
I should have referred him to his colleague » Mr. 


mean by 


slave 


| Grow, Mr. Barcray, and others. ot onan) } 


Mr. JONES. Will my colleague allow me to 
explain what I meant? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Not now. But I say that 
my colleagues and myself have not gone over to 
Free-Soilism. We consider that on this Ne- 


| braska question gentlemen from the South may 
g y 


GLOBE 


‘attention for 
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rentlemen of the North 
theirs. We are seein Mr. 
American, Tle may take any views 
he thinks proper on the subject of the Kansas 
and Nebraska bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I desire that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania will give his 
a moment, while | ask hima simple 


represent their views as 
will re 
BANKS as an 


‘present 


question. 

Mr. JONES. I desire, first, 
rect understanding with my colleague. T say 
to my that the Democratic party of 
the State of Pennsylvania, to which I belong, 
is a national party. One of my colleagues [Mr. 
een | said, vt sterday, that he could not under- 
why the faet that the whole South, and 


to have a cor- 


collearue 


s ’ 
ana 


those who are 


for a national man living at the North, indie the 
Democratic party a national party. We do not 
mnake any distinction between the North or the 
South. But my acue found fault with the 
paucity of our numbers, and gave it as a reason 
why we were not national that we re only 
fifteen from the North. Well, I believe t only 
required tenmen to save tenes r.] 

Mr. COBB, It only took five at 
last. [Renewe " laughter. | 

Mr. JONES. So much the better. But we 
stand fifteen; and I understand that the point 
made by my honorable colleacue was that the 
paucity of our numbers was evidence of our 
want of nationality. Now, as we have been 
voting for a northern man, and a national man, 
IT thought the intention was rather to call the 
South to account; and | marveled how they could 
be charged with being a sectional party, when 


colle 


Sodom. 


f Alabama. 


they are voting fora northern man. I think that 
is the best test that could be given of nation- 
ality on this floor, coming, too, from southern 


men, stung as they are to the very quick by an 
attempt to rob them of rights guarantied by 
the Constitution of this count 2 Pe body of men 
who come up into this Hall asking for nothing 


that I have ever heard of butthe simple guarantees 


of that Constitution. [have never upon this floor 
been asked by a southern man to cast a vote be- 
cause it was for the South. I have never cast a 
southern vote in my life. The only thing that 


has ever been asked of me (and I have 
riven it to the best of my humble ability) was 
- . , , - 7 

niy vote four the South as far as she had 
ee rad the Cc and t hace 
cuarantied a the ¢ and I hav 
up my a rago that [ will stand by 
. I st ae alone, instead of with 


{Loud applause. | 


always 


to east 
rights 
made 
those melt 


onstitution: 


fourteen otpers, 





Mr. EDIE. Will my colleague yield tomea 
moment? 
Mr. JONES. Not now; I will give my col- 


league a chanee by-and- 
upon one point at least. 

The magnanimity displayed here by southern 
men is an exhibition I am glad to see, because 
the hue and ery throughout the country has been 
that the South want to dissolve the and I 
want the North to see that there are southern 
men in this House who are willing to vote week 
after week for a northern man, thus declaring to 
the country that all they want is national prin- 
c iple Ss, @ nd that the y care not whether ithe repre- 
sentutive of those prineiyp jlesecomes from the North 
or from the South. Jf thi 
tinued forty days lenger, 
be well spent. 

And now, sir, I want to — a question of my 
calli (Mr. Camppein.| He said that there 
were Democrats elected to this Tlouse from the 
State of Pennsylvania who were not sound on 
this question of slavery. Ido not suppose he 
meant to s¢y what might be inferred from his 
rema&k. Ido not believe he meant to :mpeach 
the nrotive s of gentlemen voting upon this floor, 
and it Is contrary to the this House to 
impute motives. I know, sir, that there are six 
members from Pennsylvania, who, from the day 


by, for he and 1 agree 


Union: 


Is ¢ xhibition were 


I think the time 


con- 
would 


avi 


rule 8 of 


the Democratic caucus met (and they were all 
there) to this day, have voted as [ have voted. I 
cannot inquire Into their motives. If my col- 


leacue knows anything about them—— 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) I did not 
impe ach the motives of any gentleman. I never 
do such athing. I referred to the fact that cer- 
tain Democratic members of this House from the 
State of Pennsylvania were elected openly as anti- 
Nebraska men 
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Mr. JONES. Will my colleague name them ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Isuppose those gentlemen 
will carry out fairly the principles on which they 
were elected. 

Mr. KEITT 


Several MemBers 


Who are they? 
Name them. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, there is Mr. Grow 
flauzhter] and Mr. Barenay. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Grow is able to speak for 
him elf. 


Mr. GROW. 
that pur 

Mr. JONES. All I can say is, that I under- 
stand Mr. Grow to take his position openly, 
publicly, and honorab a J will impeach the 
motives of no man. If he profi princi- 
ves openly, I will take hee by that profession. 
Mr. Grow did not meet with us in caucus, and 
has not voted with us onee. LT understand that 


I am anxious for the floor for 


pose, 


‘ 
‘SseS his 


he does not pretend or profess to belong to what 
we call the national Democracy. IT was only 
sorry that I understodd him to say yesterday 


that the only objection he had to it at the North 
was that there were only seventeen of us. Lhave 
no doubt he has another reason, but that was the 
only one he gave. Thave no doubt, however, 
that he will e xplain himself fully. 

Other gentlemen from Pennsylvania met with 
us in caucus and have voted withus. We under- 
stand them to be opposed to the repeal of the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill; and anything beyond that 
is between them and their constituents. I did 
suppose that the Pennsylvania vote cast for Mr. 
Banks, me ant that all who voted for him from 
Pennsylvania were against the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill. If Iam wrong in this, I shall be happy to 
be corrected. : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I repeat that 
I desire to make an inquiry of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 


Mr. JONES. Iwill yield to you for a mo- 
ment. 

Mr. GROW. I desire the floor to say a few 
words only. 

Mr. LETCHER. There is plenty of time; 


take it leisurely. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I understood that the 
honorable gentleman from the Berks district 
ef Pennsylvania [Mr. Jones] made the platform 
W rhic h was adopte d by the ‘De ‘mocratic caucus 
which nominated for Speake r my friend and col- 
leacuc, Mr. Ricuarpson. I understand, from 
the explanation he has made to-day in regard to 
that platform, that there is a difference between 

he Know Nothings and the Americans: that he 
considers the Know Nothines to be Abolitionists; 
and that the expression ** Know Nothings”’ used 
in that platform was not intended to apply to the 
southern Know Nothings or Americans. I ui- 
derstood that to be his explanation here this 
morning. I desire to know if he wishes that 
explanation so to go out to the country ? 

Mr. JONES. Ic an only say I am sorry my 
friend from Illinois should have misunderstood 
me upon the subject, for L certainly meant to say | 
no such thing. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I certainly siduaieail 
the gentleman as I have represented him. 

Mr. JONES. Iwill restate the matter. An 
objection was raised here this morning by the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Wanker,] that 
the resolution of the Democratic caucus—not a 
platform made by me, but by the Democratic 
party in caucus, of whie h I was mere ly an humble 
instrument, and, as such, offered the resolution— 
had treated the American party with contempt. 
I stated that the words ** American party’? were 
not in the resol ution, and that not a sin: ole word 
used therein was intended to be disrespectful to 
any man or class of men. 

One word further. I stated that in my ecoun- 
try—and there | speak for myself, and do not 
mean to be sec tional by any Mason and Dixon 
line, but mean on the word country the whole 
country—our belief and understanding is, that 
Know Nothingism is Free-Soilism in disguise; 
and, whatever it pub licly professes, it gous to the 
yolls, and defeats the national Democratic party 
“= voting with the Free-Soil party, and that ac- 
counts for the paucity of our numbers. When 
I speak of Know Nothin izism as we understand 
it at the North, I mean this: Know Nothingism, 
wherever it may be found, in its movements and 
consequences, is In direct conflict with the Dem- 


ocratic party, and indirectly accomplishes tee 
ame end, which is the triumph of free-soilism. 


» Mr . WASHBURNE. 


Then the gentleman says 
this: 


That he understands Know Nothineisim to be 
Abolitionism in disguise, as contradistinguished 
from Ameriganism.— 

Mr. JONES. No, sir; I did not say that. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I willask the 
tleman from Pennsylvania, if he 
sider Know Nothingism 
same thing? 

Mr. JONES. 
myself; but Iam not, and I 
Know Nothing. [I saughter. ] 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Lassume that we are all 
Americans, but the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
must well understand the meaning of the word in 
the manner in which I used it, and I desire him 
to explain the difference he has attempted to draw 
between Know Nothingism and Amereanism. 

Mr. JONES. I presume I could do that more 
satisfactorily after having pro- 
initiation in the order, which has not 
happened to meas yet. But I will proceed to 
explain as best 1 can. There is a party in this 
country which calls itse If American, which calls 
itself Know Nothing, which calls itself Anti- 
Foreign, which calls itself the ony of the country, 
which calls itself the national party ,andat other 
times a sectional party; and if the gentleman 
from Illinois means either ofthese, as they style 
themselves, then I mean that every one of those 
names are synonymous, and mean a party which 
bodes no good to our country or to the Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I understood, from the 
language of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, in 
the explanation he made of the platform of the 
Democratic caucus, that he intended that language 
as an invitation to the southern Know Nothings 
to come In and vote for his candidate; and that the 
platform, as laid down by the Democratic caucus 
and explained by himse if this morning, offered 
no be tesa to their coming in to such support. I 
merely state how I understood the matter. 

Mr. JONES. Lean only say Lam astonished that 
he should place such a construction on my lan- 
guage. Shall I now say, that after I have otfered 
are solution i inthe Democratic caucus which pub- 
licly proclaims the principles of its organization, 
and which s: ays to the country and the world that 
we never will take down one plank of that plat- 
form, can that gentleman now, by any possibil- 
ity, understand me now to mean that 1 am open 
to compromise, execpt so far as this, that our 
party 1s open to every man of you, as soonas you 
repudiate your errors, and come into our pi arty, 
and upon our platform ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE: I believe I understood 
the gentleman as others did, and L certainly have 
no desire to misrepresent him. But some things 
have taken place here this morning which ought 
to be brought to the notice of the country, par- 
ticularly the speech of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, {Mr. Waxker,] taken in connection with 
what fell from the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Jones.] What is the aspect which presents 
itselfto us? The gentleman from Alabama says 
the platform of the Democratic party, or caucus, 
interposes between those standing with him and 
the Democratic party a wall of fire, which they 
cannot pass. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Jones] makes his explanation, after which 
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Waker} 
avain comes forward; and what does he tell the 
House, the country, and the Democratic party 
upon this floor? Why, he tells the Democratic 
party, if they will ignore the platform they have 
laid down, if they will ignore the candidate they 
have nominated for Speaker, then the Know 
Nothing party of the South will join with the 
Democracy, and in electing a Speaker. 
Now, I want to know what foundation there is 
for the remarks of the gentleman from Alabama. 
I desire to know if the most conservative part 
of the Democratic party in this House are in 
favor of abandoning their organization and plat- 
form, and of coalescing with the Know Nothings 
of the South? If there are any such, let us know 
who they are. Let the country know it. 

Mr. WALKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
misunderstood me if he Supposed I insinuated 
that there was any such intention, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. That is certainly what 
I understood the gentleman to say. 


ren- 
does not con- 
and Americanism the 


American 
never will be, a 


> 


No, sir; IT am an 


fone through the 


CUSS of 


Assist 


Mr. WALKER. 
apprehended me. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I stand corrected, and, 
of course » have no more to say 

Mr. JONES I believe Tam entitled to the 
floor, having simply yielded it to the gentleman 
from Hhnois for the purpose of asking a question, 
He seems, however, to be making quite a speech. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Tf will occupy but a 
moment more. The gentleman from Alabama 
disclaims having made any such remark as Thave 
imputed to him,and declares there is no intention 
of pursuing the course I have spokc n ro but 
if there are any Democrats who intend to take 
that course, | would like to know who the ny are, 
and | should like to have the country know. 

Mr. JONES Tf am about to surrender the 
floor, but I wish to have this matter set right be- 
fore Ldo so. T understand the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. Waker] to say this, which 
amounts simply to the choosing of the least of 
two evils: that it might so happen to his party, 


Then the gentler “man mis- 


upon th 


t nowt, 


without asking anything at our hands at all, that 
if they are called upon to decide between the 
candidate for Speaker who has received the 


largest number of votes and the candidate of the 
Democratic party, as they now stand, asa choice 
of two evils they might prefer Mr. Ricuarpson 
to Mr. Banks. 

Mr. WALKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania also misunderstood me. 

Mr. JONES. Then I stand corrected. 

Mr. Se ee I think I said this—and in 
repeating it, | would thank the House to hear 
and we eth well the words I employ to convey 
7 ideca—so far as I was concerned, desiring 2s 

I did a proper and conservative organization of 
the House, and believing as I did that I was ex- 
pressing the wishes of most of those with whom 
I had acted upon this floor, | was willing, in the 
event that this House should not be organized 
to-day, to meet in this Hall this evening upon 
this basis. 

I asked that all the members of the House 
who are willing to abide by the existing laws on 
the subje ct of slavery; who are opposed to a re- 
newal of agitation on this question here or else- 
where; and who, in obedience to their constitu- 
tional Widinetiony. are prepared to vote for the 
admission of aState whether its constitution did 
or did not recognize slavery asa part of its social 
system, should meet in conference. These, I 
think, were my words. 

Mr. JONES resumed the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Will the gentleman 
just allow me to ask him one question ? 

Mr.JONES. Excuse me. ‘{ only want to say 
a word in reply to the explanation of my friend 
from Alabama, [Mr. Warker.] I can now 
easily understand how I was mistaken as to the 
meaning of what he said. He said—using his 
very words—that his sympathies were with the 
conservative rarty—with the national party, with 
the party which 1s oppose ‘d to the restoration of 
the Missouri c ompromise line, and which desires 
half a dozen other things; and the portraiture 
which he drew of this party fitted my party so 
well that [ thought the gentleman was alluding 
all the time to the national Democratic party. 
{Laughter.] Now, if I have committed a mis- 
take in this, I hope the gentleman from Alabama 
will not 7 fault with me on that account, because, 
as Is he described just the party to w hich 
Lhave a honor to belong. (Continued laughter.] 
R was therefore only a simple misconstruction 
of an application, and I hope he will pardon me 
for making the application which I ad of his re- 
marks. I certainly did apply all he said to the 
Democratic party. 

My colleague from Pennsylvania [Mr. Attt- 

son] has asked me o1.ce or twice for the floor, and 
I now yield it to him. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I want to ask the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Jones] one sin- 
gle question. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
and let him get through. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The question I wish to 
ask is this: Will the gentleman from Pennsyl- 

vania (Mr. Jones] and his friends go to the cau- 
cus for which they have got so polite an invita- 
tion from the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Waxrker?] [Laughter, and shouts of ** Oh, to 
be sure we will; why not?’’] 


Do give him the floor 











1855. 


Mr. JONE S. The Democ ratic party ~_ meet 
in no caucus, except in a caucus called by that 
party itself, and on its well-settled princinles. 
That is the political caucus 
tend. [Cries of ** Good, gv 

Mr. ALLISON. 
of the House long 

Mr. WALKER, (interrupting.) 
to say a few words in reit 


Mr. ALLISON. 





that we will at- 
and lauguter. | 
ume 


any 
% 


vod! 


I will not occupy the 


I would like 
invitation. 
[cannot yield the floor now. 
It appears, Mr. Clerk, from the statement made 
by my colleague over the way, [Mr. Jones,] with 
which Vagree,and from thatmade by my colicague 
on the left, (Mr. Camppexn,] from which | dificr, 
that this isa kind of three-cornered game between 
us. [Laughter.]) And yet l think that when we 
come to understand each other, it will be found 
that there is po great difference between the 
three of us. When my colleague from the Berks 
district [Mr. Jones] put his question, I under- 
stood him to say that the opinions of now 
Nothing party, as itis termed, and of the party 


t y 


a 1 
renee to the 





the 


called by our southern friends and by others the | 


Free-Soil party of the North, were, on the ques- 
tion of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, identical. I 


agree with him that in Peunsylvama they were 
the same; that is, that both these parties dis- 


approved of that act; that they went into the 
election of 1855 0n that prince iple sand that owing 
to the fact that the people ef Pennsylvania were 
thus opposed to this measure, agreeing Ww ith the 
Know ‘Nothings, they had sent here the members 
of Congress who now re present that State. Now 
it appears that my colleague to the left [Mr. 
Campsett] differs with me on the question. 
Sut 1 think it is a mere matter of difference as 
to phraseology, not as to facts. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 wish to say one word in 
explanation. 

Mr. ALLISON yielded the floor for the pur- 

ose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I distinctly stated that the 
American party of Pennsylvania made no issue 
whatever on the question of slavery, or of the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill. The American party of 
Pennsylvania made no issue on that subject. It 
was an - question, as far as that party was 
concerned. 

Mr. ALLISON. [agree with my colleague [Mr. 
CampBeELt] in that statement; but at the same 
time [ would say, that a large body of the per- 
sons attached to the American party condemned 
that act, and that the members of Congress whom 
they sent here were elected on that question, 
That was the issue, the open issue 
people of Pennsylvania. In almost every con- 

ressional district in the State opposition to the 
Aansas-Nebraska bill was the issue, the great 
issue, on which we went before the people. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That’s true. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know of no district out of 
the city of Philade ‘Iphia where that was not the 
all-absorbing question. Ihave yet to learn of 
a single district in Pennsylvania where the ques- 
tion was not fairly mi ide, discussed, and decided 
by the people against that bill. I want to know 
from our Know Nothing friends, if they come 
here and say that that was not the question in 
Pennsylvania, what decided their election? Was 
it Americanism? Was it Know Nothinzism? 
Notatall. That was a quict question. It was 
ander the rose. The question that was before the 
minds of the people of Pennsylvania was the 
Kansas question. And I have said here, and 
] say so now, that, as far as my knowledge ex- 
tends, the opinion of the Know Nothings and 
of the Free-Soilers on the subject of the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill were identical in condemnation of 
the act. If ever there wasa question settled fairly, 
after full and free discussion in Pennsylvania, it 
was this measure which is so much agitated—this 
question which we have here so mue h discussed. 
1 know that my friend, [Mr. Campse t,] if he 
understands me, will agree with me in the opin- 
ion that a large majority of those who belong to 
the order were Anti-Nebraskaites. I know that 
in my section of the country many united in that 
order because they believed it to be anti- “slavery, 
and in opposition: to the extension of slavery. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Will the gentieman allow 
me one moment to reply to him, as he has referred 
tome. I want it to be distinctly understood that 
60 far as Americanism was concerned in that can- 


» be fore the 


vass, no issue was made on the slavery question. | 


THE CON NGRESSION! AL GLOBE. 


‘Thev views which I represent here in op position to 
the Kansas-Nebraska ry are the views of a large 
body of Whigs and oO 
issue was mad: by aa American party 

Mr. ALLI ON. True; but w 
be fore the people? Ta 
siave ey, qu suon 
r¢ oO! »| Lg 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It was in some districts; 
but it was not tuscribed on the American banner, 


Americans, but no such 
Sno t the issue 
k nv colleacur , Was the 


not an open issue before the 


nor was it made an issue. 

Mr. ALLI ON. Notatall;[I do notclaim any 
such thing—I claim that the American party, in 
their acts and through their ballot-boxes, con- 
demned that aet, and therein agreed with the 
Free Pasi party. one not say that the American 
party came out openly against it, but they act - 


in 2 Ar! mony with ee aa were known as Fr 
Soilers. e 

Mr. JONES. Will my colleague [Mr. Auui- 
son] let me, In justice, Q him one quesuon ? 
and Lam willing to abide by his answer. 

Mr. ALLISON yielded the to his col- 
league. 

Mr. JONES. 
on the 
Was 


pn 
asn 
floor 


I want to inquire of my colleague 
other side, [Mr. Atuison,] whether there 
not, a time prior to the election in 
Pennsylvania, in last October,a Fusion committee 
assembled at Harrisburg, and whethe 
man of that committee did 


short 


chair- 
represent the 


rone 


not 


Whig party, another chairman the American 
party, and a third chairman the Free-Soil or 
Ley pu blican party ? Iw ant my colleague to answer 


me whether that Fusion committee did not meet 
within ten days, or at least within tw o weeks, of 
the election? I want him to state whether there 
was nota proclamation put forth in the State of 
Pennsylvania, in which every man who was 
opposed to the Nebraska iniqu! ty should come 
and cast his vote for Nicholson—that he was 
the embodiment of anti-Nebraskaism, Whigism, 
Know Nothingism, Free-Soilism, Abolitionism, 
and all other isms, knocked into one? And I want 
my colleague to state, whether that statement was 
not published to the people of the whole ate, 
and made the basis upon which the election was 
held ? 

Mr. ALLISON. My colleague asks me quite 
a number of questions, all of which I will an- 
swer, but oneat atime. Inthe first place, I will 
answer that there was an assemblage in Harris- 
burg of those opposed to the present Administra- 
tion and op pose d to the Kansas and Nebraskaact. 
Ll say they met in Harrisburg, and tried to coneen- 
trate the anti-Nebraska forces of Pt nnsylvania. 
They tried to unite them upon a single candidate 
and | am only sorr¢ the y Were not niaaen. 
They put forth the name of a gentleman who re- 
sides in my district; a gentleman whom I know 
well, and know to be just as sound upon the 
national questions as 1am myself. (Laughter.] 
I know him, but admire him because he is a na- 
tional man, believing that slavery ought not to be 
extended. Now let me ask my colleague (Mr. 
ssn one question. Did he not attend a con- 

vention held by the Democratic pi arty in Penn- 
sylvania, whic h convention was afraid to show 
its hand upon this Nebraska bill? [Laughter.] 

Mr JONES. I will answer my colleague with 
vreat pleasure, for I like to re spond to questions. 
1 did not attend any convention that was afraid 
to speak out upon the Nebraska bill. At least 
they were not afraid, judging by their acts. I 
did attend a convention, over which I had the 
honor to preside, of the Democratic party of the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

The committee appointed for that purpose re- 
ported a resolution. An amendment was offered 
upon which the yeas and nays were called, as the 
resolutions were not considered strong enough. 
It was this: The original resolution read, ‘* That 
the General Government had no right to inter- 
fere with slavery in the States.’? ‘The amend- 
ment added, *‘ or Territories.’? ‘The amendment 
was adopted with but three or four dissenting 
voices, and all of those are represented upon this 
floor by my colleague, [Mr. Grow.] The reso- 
lution, as amended, reads as follows: 

Resolved, That the Democratic party need not on old and 
settled i sues to declare their principles in detail ; but thatit 
is enough for us to say that we belong to the Demoecacy of 
the Union; that we recognize no geographical lines between 
the North and the South, but all portions of the Union are 


the same to us; that we will maintain and defend the con- 
stitutional rights of all the States, and recognize in their 


Al 


widest extent : the prince riples of popular sovereignty in the 


Territories 


That was the resolution, and it will speak for 
itself. The convention el wily eX} its ope 
ion upon the principle of the Ka wsas and Ne- 
Ly} iska bill, When it expre ssiy UNSt rted that e 
General Government had no rAght to interfere 
with slavery in the Territories of this Union: and 


as | have 


dissenting voices, 


tt was adopt ad, 
four 


ith but three or 
district 
by my colleague, 


said, w 
and all 
now represented on this floor 
[Mr. Grow.] 

Mr. ALLISON. 
swered my question. 

Mr. JONES. 1 have answered it. 
and nays themselves, upon thie 
swer it. 

Mr.GROW. Will the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania vield me the floor ? 

Mr. ALLISON. I occupy the floor myself 
only by permis 

Mr. GROW. 
to the . or? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [MF Jones] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. GROW Then L appeal to him to yield 
the floor for amoment My colleague has re ferred 
to certain gentlemen in the Democratic 
tion of Pennsylvania who, 
sented here by me. 

Mr. ALLISON. I have but a word or two 
more to say, and [ shall be very happy to yield 
the floor to my colleague. [Tam now trespassing 
upon the time of the House, and upon the indul- 
genee of my colleague, by whose permi ssion I 
occupy the floor, and | feel constrained to bring 
mv remarks to a close. I am sorry that there 
should be the least difference of opinion among 
the anti-Nebraska members as to the strength of 
that sentiment among the people of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr. Clerk, 1 have been in this House before. 
I have often witnessed discussions between north- 


from the 


The gentleman has not an- 


The yeas 


resolution, an- 


sion. 


lask the Clerk who is entitled 


conven- 


he says, are repre- 


ern members, upon questions vrrowing out of sla- 
very, that have caused me a good deal of pain. I 
remember that the first time | was a member of 
this House, in 1851, the very first question that 
was agitated here was a question growing out of 
slavery. it was then that the two great parties 
of the Union vied with each other in their attempts 
to nationalize themselves. I remember the Dem- 
ocratic party held their caucus and nominated 
their candidate for Speaker, but refused to adopt 
as their platform the compromise measures of 
1850. As soon as the Whig party, with which 
I then acted, found out that the Democrats had 
omitted this great duty, they met and indorsed 
the compromise measures of 1850 as their plat- 
form, which was to be the final setthement of all 
questions growing out of slavery. That was the 
first introduction we had here in 1851. We pub- 
lished that compromise as the final settlement. 
For the next two years, my constituents saw fit 
to leave me at home. And now, when I return, 
I recognize many of my friends upon the other 
side of the House with whom it was my pleas- 
ure to serve. * 

jut now they are asking us to make another 
final settlement of questions growing out of 
slavery. And what is the cause of all this ex- 
citement? It is because the people of the country 
will not say that this shall be » the final settlement 
of slavery questions. They say that you did 
not abide by the compromises of 1850, which 
vou proclaimed final. The very first time you 
found yourselves here in a majority you dis- 
carded that final settlement. You took from free- 
dom that which belonged to freedom; you ap- 
propriated to slavery that which did not belong 
to slavery—that to which slavery had no rizht. 
And now you say tous, ** Come, come, let us have 
another final settlement.’? Some of them say, 
‘* We have, perhaps, done you wrong in this 
matter. We have taken from you that which prop- 
erly belonged to you, and ap propri ated it to our- 
selves. But pass that by, and let us, like breth- 
ren, now have a final settlement of the subject to 
last, at any rate,for a year or two, and perhaps 
longer.”? 

Finally: The people of the |] North—and that 
is all | wish to say now—have s aid that that shall 
not be a final settlement. You have taken the ad- 
vantage of them. You have made professions to 

\ the country, and the country believed you. The 








eoul y beloved t t there was such a state of 
aha ( ina that I i dye eon Unis ques- 
tion for all time to comic. They \ hi ad i i! | } 
President declare that no act of hin should » to 
disturb the h WMony that yo rvaded the Union. 
j ite peaphe thus lye Ihe Ve d and Vote d. and per- 
mitted themselves to be deceived. They sent 
here those who thoueht proper to di turb the har- 
mony of the country by taking land from free- 
Roe alae Nebraska and Kausas. 





Vir, ORR. LT should like to ask the gentleman 
froin Pennsylvania, trom whence the Government 
of the United States acquired the 
braced -within the existing 


and Nebraska? 
Mr. ALLISON. By purchas , | suppose. 


eountry em- 


Territories of Kansas 


Mr. ORR. From whem? 
Mr. ALLISON. Fran 
Mr. ORR. Was it not slave territory when it 


was purchased ? 

Mr. ALLISON. There were slaves there. 

Mr. ORR. Slavery existed there at the time 
of the purchase from Franee ? 

Mr. ALLISON. Cx rtainly. 

Mr. ORR. Then by the compromise of 1829 
gentle men took from siave ry—as he chooses to 
put gt in these termis—that which belonved to 

lavery; and now, when itis taken back, he says 
that we have de prived freedom of that to which 
she was entitled. 

Mr. ALLISON. 


upon the 


It was a compromise forced 
country by southern votes; but gen- 
emen did not stand to their own bargain. And 
T have heard gentlemen here taunt us thus: why, 
say they, you refused to stand by that compro- 
mise for me years, and because you refused 
to stand by it, we will take from you the litth 
that you were allowed to have. That is the kind 
of justice that is to be meted out to us. You 
) contrary to the prin- 
ciples of right and justiee. You gave us a por- 
tion, a small portion, and, when you had the 
power again, snatched even that small portion 
from us. Are we to be put off thus? Are we of 
the North to be taunted, because our onal nts 
are not willing to abide by such action? No, sir; 


drove us into a compromise 


the time has come when the people of the North 
are determine d that northern sentiment shall have 
justice done it. "To be sure it wasa Territory in 
wl ie h slavery did exist. That ts true; but by 
tine compromise of [a20 a large persion of it was 
dedicated to freedom, and t that, too, by a solemn 
compact. At that time it was supposed many 
years would elapse before the Territory would 
be inhabited; but just as freedom was about to 


) 


have some porti mn of it, when it was to realize 
some of the benefits of the compromist > & power 
steps i, and takes that which under the com- 
pact justly belonged to her. And yet gentlemen 
ask us to acquiesce in the wrong that has been 
done us. ‘There are honorable gentlemen here 
from the South who acknowledged this wrong, 

nd who deprecated the act at the time of its 
commission. They believed it to be an i justice é 
and that it would open the flood-gates of agita- 
tion and bitter feeling. They beheved that it 
was anapple of discord threwn among the people; 
yet our constituents are condemned for sending 
here those who reflect their sentiments. 

Mr. JONES. Name the southern men to whom 
you allude? Are they Whigs or Democrats? 
" Mr. ALLISON. I will attend to my col- 
league’s question at some future time. If he 
will eall at my room L will furnish him with al 
the information of the kind which he may de- 
si 


Mr. FLORENCE. Witl : my colleague’s per- 
mission, I would ask the Clerk how long my 
colleague can retain the floor, and farm it out to 
gentlemen to make speeches? IT understand that 
my colleague [Mr. Jones] yielded it to him for 
the pores se of asking him some questions. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will reply to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania that there are now 
norules in foree, and that a gentleman can retain 
the fleor as lone as it is ‘the pl asure of the 
House to allow him to do so. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I want to ask my col- 
league from the Schuylkill district (Mr. Camp- 
BELL] some questions which are pertinent to the 
subject-matter of his remarks. I am desirous 
of e xplaining in reference to what he said which 
was personal to myse If. I ask my colleague to 
permit me to do so some time during the day. 


[Laughter.] T should like to have made elear 


wnaatis SO Inysterious ili tis farming-out of the 
’ 
hoor, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. T hope my colleacue may 
have ‘hs onportumity for exp! ination which he 
asks. [Cries of ‘Call the roll!?? “Let us ad- 
J urn,’ &e.} 


Nir. MeMICLUIN. The gentleman from Penn- 
lvania has finshed. Who has the floor, Mr 





The ventleman from Pennsyl- 


vania, the Clerk understands, still retains the 


floor. 

Mr. JONES. When the House shows an un- 
willinen to further entertain a discussion ofa 
question before it, ii my*opinion it is then ligh 
thne that an end should be put to it. I have 
Se . 
qaone, 

Mr. CLERK. The gentleman from Tennessee 
is recognized by ete 

Mr. FLOREN ‘E. L hope he will yield to 
me, for the purpose w hich I have suggested. 


Mr. ETHERID GE. Mr. Clerk, I did not get 
the fince to yield it, but for the purpose of using 
it. And permit me to say, sir, that 
if this political ‘love fe ast’? demands that some- 
vody should use it cifectually. We need some 
r pose after the hard, intellectual exertions of the 
morning. [ Laughter. | We have listened to 
most able and elaborate efforts from that most 
prolific politi ‘al family of Maine. [Renewed 
laughter.] And every politician from the ne 
stone State has been playing the part of with 
or lawyer taking vee rivine di positions. e is 
obvious to us all that we are not making any 
progress, and I suppose this thine of taking po- 


hat the spectacle 


( 
} 


litical depositions is to go on ad infinitum; and 
the result is, that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Banks] and the gentleman from Penn- 
sylyania [Mr. Fuiver] and the gentleman from 
linois, [Mr. Ricnanpson,] who are 
high honers of the Speakers 


secking the 
hip, are ‘comp letely 
thrown into wes back-cround. They may all 
1 >from my friends.*? [Laughter.] 

N@v, sir, we have been in se ssion about two 
hours. No vote has yet ber n ta ken for Speaker, 
and I know what has been said this morning will 


ay—‘** Save 


be as much as the pe opl e can digest in the next 


three or four davs: therefore I sugeest that uni- 
versal panacea for the diseases of all legislative 
{ Lauchter, 
and eres of * Let us adj journ 19? 66 Call the roll!’’ 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would ask the 
gentleman to withdraw his motion for a moment? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. [f I withdraw the mo- 
tion to adjourn, willthe gentleman renew it when 
he has finished his remarks? 

Mr. SMITH. I will. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Then I withdraw it. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Clerk, I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Dcocmmen tn 
question or two, ] pr sume that it will be eon- 
ceded by every gentleman in the Hall to be im- 


portant t} hat we should ascertain the exact opin- 


bodies, and that is an adjournment. 


ions and sentiments of the members who are 
voting for the various candidates for the Speaker- 
ship. The gentleman from the Schuylkill district 


(Mi ». CampPBELL] said, if T understoc dhimaricht, 
that he was voting for Mr. Baxkxs as an American. 
Did lL understand the gentleman aright? 

Mr. ¢ A MPEELL Secmed 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman ®* 
says I did understand him aright. 1 then ask 
himif Mr. Banks did not quit the American party 
last a 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 

Mr. SMITH, o 
edov 

Mr. CAMPBELL. No, sir. 

Mr. SMITH. Lask the gentleman if he does 
not know, or if itbe not the faet—and Iam seek- 
ing information now—that Mr. Banks voted for 
and supported Mr. Rockwell, and against Mr. 
Gardiner this fall? Is the gentleman informed 
upon that subject? 

CAMPBELL. I have heard about that 
matter, but lean only answer that Ldo not know. 

Mr. SMITH. The gentleman does not know 
because he was not present when the vote was 
east. He is no doubt perfectly satisfied that Mr. 
Banks left the American party last fall. T pre- 
sume he is eae satisfied that Mr. Banks 

supported Mr. Rockwell against Mr. Gardiner, | 
and yet [understand him to tell this House that 


Not to my knowledg 
Virginia. Not to your seek. 


JOBE. 
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he is supporting Mr. 
Am: ag can, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman let me 
ask “te a question now ? - 

Mr. SMITH. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Was not the gentleman 
elected as an American? Will he answer that 
question? 

Mr.SMITH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. You were ? 

Mr. SMITH. No 9, sir, L was not. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Not elected as an Ameri- 
can! 

Mr. SMITPTE. T will enlighten the gentleman. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [would like to be enlieht- 
ened upon that point. LT have been wanting to 
know why the nileman has been voting for 
Mr. Ricnarpson when he was elected as an 
American. 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir. The ventleman is not 
well informed of my hi istory. I have always 
supported the Democratic party. Talways during 
miy canvass, from every stand from w hich I ad- 
dressed my fellow-citizens, proclaimed that [ was 
an old ironsides Democrat, that [ was nota Know 
Nothing, and that I had never even sought ad- 
mission into the order. I proclaimed that, I say, 
In every speech that T made. I went further, 
Mr. Clerk, and ge nilemen of this House, and 
said that L was against the seerecy that prevailed 
in the organization. Iweuot further still, and said 
that while there was nothing in their platform 
that was not the echo of Mr. Jefferson’s cele- 
brated act establishing religious freedom, yet 
the re WaS a purpose to practice proscription, and 
I was opposed to that. But I said this—and I 
proclaim it in this Hall—I said, in every speech 
I made, that the ninth and eleventh basis prinei- 
ples, as proclaimed by the Virginia Know Noth- 
ings, were sound Democratic doctrines and that 
doctrine was to pledge the whole of the American 
party to support a st rict construction of the Con- 
atitution. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the gentleman say 
whether he voted for Mr. Wise? [Cries of 
‘That's it,’? and laughter. ] 

Mr. SMITH. One thine at a time, sir. 
[Laught r.] The gentleman knows that, well 
enough. I said, further, that in reference to for- 

} ienisin, the sentiments that were promulged in 
the basis princ iples of the American party of Vir- 
cima were prineiples that I could approve. I 
said, my countrymen. and I wish it to be heard 
everywhere, that. in Virginia, the representative 
of a minonty section of this Union, the Know 
Nothings, upon the principles there promulged, 
were to be looked upon as allies, and notas ene- 
mies. IT said that I would not abuse them; that l 
would not denounce them; that if they were in 
error, I would reason with them as brothers, but 
I would not quarrel with them. That is what I 
said, and it has been the labor of all my feeble 
excruions for the last cwo years to try and make 
the whole southern population a unit, that it 
might be reared up as a breastwork of living 
and intelligent fire to stay the foul tide of fanati- 
cism. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. Will the 
gentleman allow me toask him ancther question ? 

Mr. SMITH. 1 suppose you understand my 
position now. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would like to ask the 
gentleman if he did not eall at the office of the 
American Organ in the city of Washington—— 

Mr. SMITH. (interrupting.) Often, sir. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. And did he not say tothe 
editors that he agreed in sentiment with the views 
of those gentlemen , as expressed in their paper ? 

Mr. SMITH. [never said anything on the 
subject except what I have stated ‘here, and that 
I said throughout the length and breadth of my 
district. Any more questions? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 would only ask the gen- 
tleman if he voted for Wise? 

Mr. SMITH. I did not. 
satisfied ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Perfectly. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SMITH. Idid not vote for Mr. Wise. 
The reasons will perhaps be given, and I doubt 
not they will prove satisfactory to my constitu- 
ents. I did not vote for Mr. Wise, nor did I 
vote for his adversary. I chose to adopt i in that 

canvass, quoadhoc, a **maste rly inactiv ity, "af you 

chvose, and you can make the most of it, 


Banks because he 1s an 


Is the gentleman 


1855. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 


The same policy now would 
enable us to eleeta Speaker. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SMITH. I desire further to know, be- 
cause Lama Union man, loyal inall my relations 
» Constitution, and loyal to this Union as the 
he 








element by whic mightiest ni 


great 
~~ . 
that ever existed upon earth ean, if 


tionality 
we be : 
nd matintain-d—I desire to know if it 
be true—the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Wasn- 
BURN] said he did not hear it, but after the sam- 
ple of special pleading we have had from the 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr.Camppece.] who 
did not hear that Mr. Banks voted for 


Rockwell—— 


-AMPBELL, (interposing.) I 


v , 
VINt, 


he reared ; 


vren- 


sovs he 


Mr: 


Mr. did not 


say | nad not heard it. I enid I was not aware 
of the faet. [may have heard it; I hear a great 
many thines that | do not know to be true. 

Mr. SMITH. I. presume you see a great 


many things in the nev wspapers which you be- 
lieve, and I do not know why you cannot beheve 
paste I suppose, however, that it is true, and I 

vant this House to understand it, that Mr. Banks, 

teeted as a Know Nothing, and the only man, 
I believe, in the last Coneress who had the nerve 
to avow the fact that he was a Know Nothing, 
went home and disconnected himself from that 
party which had given him his seat upon this 
floor. 

Mr. DAMRELL. J bee to correct the 
tleman. Mir. Banks did not withdraw himseif 
from the organization. The nomination of Mr. 
Rockwell was by a convention called by the 
American party. os 

Mr. SMITH. Then 1 suppose Mr. 
still of the American party? 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
No! [Roars of laughter. | 


ren- 


3ANKS iS 


Never! 


Mr. SMITH. I ask you, then, Mr. Clerk, 
what party that gentleman belongs to? Perhaps 
I may furnish some means of enlightening the 


House upon that point before T take my seat. 
A Vorcr. Ask Mr. Banks himself? 
Mr. SMITH. I will ask this question: 

not Mr. Banks attend the ** Republican ” 

vention, as it is ealled—God save the phrase ! 
time-honored name assumed by a faction that 
stirs and agitates this Union to its very founda- 
tion? Lask that question, ; 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. To whom 
does the gentleman address his question?  Laush 
te Ps) 

Mr. SMITH. Not to you, of course. 

Mr. MARSHALL. For God’s sake, 

[Renewed laughter. ] 
Mr. SMITH. Oh no, 

too well. I have the honor of ing it in 

my ,to a considerable extent, and | know 
that it is associated with all that is patriotic and 
intellectual and worthy. 

Mr. Clerk, | ask this question: Did not the 
gentleman who now leads for the Speakership 
of this House attend a Republican—a black Re- 
publican convention—no, L will not put in the 
adjective; for the sake of a more polite and har- 
monious phrase, [ will say—attend a Re public an 
convention in Maine? And did he not 
upon that occasion, cut himself loos 

Democratic party, as he ought, for the sake of 

decency, to have done, after what I understand 

to have Sines place; and did he not, upon that 
oceasion, declare, that under certain cireumstances 
he was willing to let the Union slide? I remember 
to have read, with surprise, in the papers, during 
the summer, such a statement of his position in 
that convention; I read it also with a feeling of 
jndignation, that one so gifted, and ne so worthy, 
In many respeets, should be so false to his alle- 
giance to his country. I find that that statement 
is also made in the speech of Benjamin F. Hallett, 
of Boston, which facet shews that he, at least, 
thought him guilty of incipient treason to his 
country. Although the gentleman from Maine, 

[Mr. Wasusven,] who heard that speech, says 

he does not recollect hearing any such remark, | 

resume the fact will not be denied as now stated. 

There are those upon this floor who heard the 

speech which fell from the eloquent Tipe « of that 

gentleman yesterday. And now, sir, after the 
revelations of yeste rday , after the position as- 
sumed by him in this Hall, when he claimed that 
he represent d the strongest Abolition district in 
the United States, we can understand that he is 
in no sense national or sectional, but that he is 


Did 
cCoin- 





sir. 


do not. 


sir. 





I a that name 
represent 


district 


the re, 
» from the 


, 


go 


THE CON 


an Abolitionist; and I want this House to under- 
stand distinetly , so far as I ean enlighten them 
upon the subject, that when they eall him to pre- 
side over the first leg mddy on earth—a 


islative b 
body which represents the feel 
they place there & man who wil 
chair with principles utterly at war ¥ 
‘ 

thine canonized in the 
OD LE 
peo} 

The re 
to make 
upon 


ings of millions, 
into the 
l every- 


h 
hearts of the American 


] ny 
i core 


three 
cholree 

h ive 
Pen 

his antecedents 
] unde rs 


ow | evislati 


are 
our 
which I 
grentleman 
whatever 
servative, 


the existin 


which we 
the party 
commented. The 
[Mr. Funver,] 


have been, 1s con- 


parties from 

The 
already 
usylvania, 
may 
tand he is willing to allow 
mn of the country to 


are 


one 1s 


irom 





I t— 





that he is willing to leave to the voluntary action 
of the people of Kansas the settlement of the ques- 
tion, whether they will have their State a free or 


vslave State. T nen of the three from whom 
we must choose, is the honorable gentleman be- 
fore me [Mr. * ectharenennte who introduced to 
the TLouse the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and fought 


it throuch, and who also did what I fear 
many did not do Whe n they wi 


too 


nt home—he went 


home with the will and determination of honest 
purpose to meet othe que suion before his constit- 
uents, and waa returned to this Hlouse by an 
increased, largely increased majority over that 


which he had previously reeeived. 

Sur, such beme the the case, I ask the 
men inthis Hall who love their country, how it is 
possible that they can hesitate in lection 
which they make ? There may be some legitimate 
distinction between those whoatlirm the C 


state of 
- 
the s¢ 


onstitu- 


tion with all its compromises, and ee who art 
willing to leave matters stare decisis; yet how thot 3, 
who love their country and de sire dames r per- 


manent 


1 
CHOOSInNe 


crowth and prosperity, can hesitate in 
betwee n the ee ntlen win I have allude a 
to, from Hllinois, and a Representative of 
black Republicanism of this country, [ eannot 
possibly understand. [ do not hesitate, so far as 
Lam concerned, and I stand by that gentleman 
because he represents the peace ~repose, and har- 
mony of the country. [think way 
out of the labyrinth of difficulty which surrounds 
us, and I trust we shall find that very soon. In 
my district you know, from what I have already 
sud, while I proclaimed my allegianee to the 
Democratic party, I refuse d to enter into a de- 
nuneiation of those with whom [ expeeted to be 
ealled soon to act. I refused to do it, and that 
party is here now, under somewhat peculiar and 
trying circuistat They believe, honest tly I 
have no doubt, that, in fostering and sustali 
the American party, The y were building up aparty 
to put down northern fi wnaticism. The y embraced 
that belief carnestly; and when it was an noune ed 
that they had the Abolition sympathy, If would 
not consent to a belief in the ‘stion. IL be- 
heved that the southern Know Nothings were 
patriots, and that when the crisis came they 
vould be found to meet all the expectations which 
southern men attached to them. Whenthe Phil- 
adelphia meeting was convened, a platform was 
result you all know. 
Know Nothines found them- 
betrayed, d the question 
immediately with them was, what 
was their duty. They had sought their organ- 
ization for national coe They had hon- 
sily and laboriously attempted to get upa party 
which s} hould crush out that fanaticism, under 
the sweep of which the gentleman from Ae 
chusetts {[Mr. Banks] came here with his 
sands. The Know Nothings of the North 
always been = ally of the black Republican 
sentiment which has threatened woe to the 
try. There are, however, a few exceptions; but 
let me tell you, Know Nothingism has been the 
cover to of the most extraordinary frauds 
which have ever been perpetrated in ope n field. 
We know very wella distinguished m 
the other branch of Congress has brok« 
against the Know Nothings. We 


' 
the 


tiere 18 a 


nees, 


un r 
} 


sur 


adopt d, and the 
The southern 

selves misled and 

which | 








arose 


thou- 


' 
have 


coun- 


some 


mber in 
n ground 
know how 


they sprung up, like the hosts of Cadmus, in 
the night, and we know the consequences of 
their action. The word went out that their 


lodges should be filted and taken possession of. 
The consequence was, that large numbers gained 


admittance into the lodges of New York; and 
when their representatives in the Legislature 
came to the election of a Senator, they sent back 
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8 
= 
one who was held in scorn by 


y those whom they 
had betrayed. 


Nor is that all, sir. Anotherease has recently 
occurred. Another Senator, occ. 


in the ether Flouse, and who 


Ipy nga 
can 


poOSItION 
i 


in by Know 


Nothing votes, [Mr. Wiison,) now expresses 
his profound regret that he should have ever, 
ay, ever, had the shehtest connection with the 
[ shall not weary the House with the 
‘t, but here, gentlemen, is a very brief refer- 

to it 

r.S. ] 





r.S. here read the following paragraph from 
Lowell Citizen: 


* General WiLson said, in the presence of a gentleman 
of thix city, a few days azo, that the only act in his political 
hie, of whieh he was heartily ashamed, and whieh he re 
greited having committed, Was that he ever, in any Way, 
became connected with the American party.”’ 

In reference to this the Springfield Republican 
Says: 

* We have 
not dis 
tuc.”? 


no doubt that this is true, 
ible to General 


and it 
WikLson to 


is certainly 


‘rediti avow it, being 


‘Che Boston Courier says on this point: 

“We know not what amount of faith isto be put in this 
statement, but General Witson has been in the habit of 
uttering inconusidered words, and he may have said what is 
charged upon him by the (inzen. At the same time we 
would submit to the Republican whether it was not Joseph 
Surlace-like in its morality, when it states that such a dee 
laration is not ‘discereditable’ to General Witson, while he 
sits in the enjoyment of a seat in the United States Senate, 
which he obtained by the most baretaced talse pretenses 
Witieh was ever used by a swindler in politics or in’ busi 
ness—by cheating the very party with which he 
he is ashamed to remember that he ever had any connee 
tion with. Let him give back to the party the place which 
he obtained of them bv fraud and hypoerisy, and our word 
for ut, they will care very little whether he is ashamed of 
them or not.” 


says now 


Gentlemen, here 1s a most extraordinary ilus- 
tration of what is capable of | 
ties: and I think that all these evidences are 
a bad demonstration of the propri ty of the 

stion made by my colleague [Mr. Lercuer] 
the other day; that is, with all the intelli 
before us, that we should resign our s 
co back to the pr ple, and, under the 


being done in poli- 
not 


surr- 


rence 


ats and 


Me \W eX- 
citemi nts and the m w revelations which have 
heen made, a rain submit ourselves to their suf- 


Rie 8. 
I advert to these things as extraordinary cir- 


stanees, and I will 


cum now advert to another 
eminent Senator, distincuished in letters, of talents 
unquestionable, “Mr. Sumner,] who caused te 
be laid on our desks, the other morning, one of 
the most false, shameless, and defamatory publi- 
cations, in the sh wpe ofa Sper ehd live r dl in Fan- 
cull Elall, that was ever publi hed here. I do 
not hesitate to say that it was fal , false 


in principle, false 





In reason 





justifiable and unwarranta It is in vain, 
eentlomen. There is one great issue to be raised 
on this floor—one great issue. It is the issue, 
sir, between the sentiments of nationality and of 
sectionalism. Yes; say what you will, although 
the gentleman from Maine (Mr. Ww ASHBURN } 
finds, in the couse of the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr Jours,) a warrant 


for the declaration that Mr. Banks’s friends 


are 

a mly national party—a strange concepuon— 
id, althouch the gentleman eame to that coneclu- 
ion, yet itis undeniable that this spirit thus ex- 


hibited tor Mr. Banks is purely, strictly 


in its character in every | rticular. 

man southof Mason and Dixon’s line 
tion with them? Not one. 
V seet 


sectional 
Is ther 
to be four d 
Not one. Is 


1 
Ingir 


one 


1 ama 


ronal on thi 





one 


cailesa- 


on—a question, gentlemen, it is true, of deep 
Interest toa aay section of the Union; a ques- 
tion which has been comsecrated by the Constitu- 


be pe tected in its 


t that party has been 
on that interest steadily and studiously; 
t 
i 


and sought zealously to 

icred provisions ? And y 
warring 
warring’ 


t 
t 


tion, 


on it until, at last, that which is called 


© Radical Abolition or as been 
Boston to proclaim a righ 


, 


started in 


hout refer- 





enee to State Sacatiticail cas or St ichts—upon 
° . 

slavery, as agreat constitutional obligation. Yes, 

rentlemen, it is a curious fact that here is a new 


hot-he d of 
under 
wi 


organization sp 


‘inging up In that 
ee < 99 


isms,’’ in which they avow rights 
Constitution to put an end to slavi ry 
found, in State or Territory. This socict 
be deve lope d be fore long. And if the or ntle- 
Man trom M iss ichusetts { Mr. BANKS } | te d, 
I presume he will be the instrument in the act of 
new development of public sentiment in the 





erever 


y is to 





} 
pe eiec 


} : 
tis 








A4 


North. 


’ 
tiie country 


I say, then, itis our duty, our duty to 


aud to God, todraw upa distinet line 


beotw mite onto | ntiment and the sectional 
Beilinis f this Llou li is said that it is to 
be + d that there hould be at least some 
con oun tien of social o1 political prejudi es. 
There is no necessity for any, because, if bt under 
stand it, sir, We ean all agree upon reearding 
Slavery faulon, aS It eXIsts, as a finality. 
\ lemBER. Oh no, we cannot. 


Mr. SMITH. 


Oh, 1 Peps Xpect pe ei to 





apply that remark to the supporters of »en- 
thetan from Massachusetts, {| Mr. ios? but I 
sp ik of the other portion of the FHlouss , who 
refuse to bend the kne« Baal. They can, at 
least, combine on this great element of public 
daty. ‘Phe question is, how can tbe done? Here 
the gentleman from Alabama {Mr. Waker] has 


sureested one plan. There are other plans by 
Wich it ean be accomplished; for it is in the 
power of this House, perfectly within its power, 
If Lunderstand aright its national 
Llouse and s 
Oui mibl lic diuts ¥ 

Mr. LET¢ HE R, (interrupting.) 
coleasue wilow me to lilerrupt him 

Mr. ix EVTT and others. 


senuinvent, to 


start us in the career of 


orzanize the 


Will my 
at this poimts 
Oli, do not interrupt 


him 

Mr. SMITH. Tam not through yet. 

Mr. LETCHER. I merely desire to make a 
pont forimformation. My colleague (Mr. Sautri] 


says he holds it to be nportant that the Llouse 


should organize, and that there is a vay of or- 
guuzie it. That mode of doing so which seems 
to be best, in his estimation, is the one suggested 
by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Wariker, ] 


in his remarks this morning; and my colleague 
says that there is a national platform, a national 
organization, on Which parties may unite and this 
Louse may organize Now I desire to know, 
from iny colleague, when he is talking about this 
navional platform, and drawing the line of sepa- 
ration between national men and se 
Whether it is not within his knowledge that at 
this moment notices are inserted in the columns 
of Wiig and Know Nothing papers in Virginia, 
from the State 
upon the 


‘ctional meh, 
| 


president of the council, calling 
subordinate lodges to send dei: aisle sto 
Philadelphia, ou the 22d of February next, to 
nomimate a candidate for President of the United 
State s? Task my colleague to say sull further, 
whether in ‘all that has been said on this floor, 
any allusion has been made by southern Know 
Nothings in the way of reproach towards their 
northern brethren, while the gentleman over the 
vay, and others have assail 
the Democratic party as a sectional party, for its 
vote for Mr. Ricnuarpsox? I desire to know 
whether, when this council meets at’ Philadel- 
plia the 22d of February next, the men who 
went out of their council in June 


taken occasion to 


ae 
AST, and 1 re 


pudiated their platform, are to be received in full | 


COnMNUnLON, and be conferred with upon the 


questions t! a are then and there to be considered? 

Mr. SMITH. Why, Mr. Clerk, and gentle- 
men of the House, I can assure my colleazue and 
the members of the House, that I know nothing 
more in reference to this matter than the gentie- 
man from Virginia himself. 

Mr. LETCITER. Does not the gentleman 
know that a call for the election of delegates to 
this convention has been published 1 in the papers 
all over our State ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
ac rae 

lr. SMITH. I will answer all the questions 
ge widlieeen may see fit to ask, but first let me 
answer my colleague, [Mr. Letcuer.] I say to 
my coileague, and | Say it in all candor, that I 
know no more in respect to the matter of this 
convention than himsclf. I have seen in the 
papers, that, in conformity with resolutions 
adopte d by the convention held in Philad Iphia 
Jast June, delegates are being appointed to meet 
in that city in February ne xt; but Lalso see, from 
various portions of the countr y, that the holding 
of this convention meets _— very decided oppo- 
siuon, as premature. I sce opinions expressed 
that, if the meeting is he id, it will merely be one 
of consultation, and notfor the purpose of making 
any nomination. ‘Thatis all 1 see, and that is 
all lL know on the subject. 

Then, as to the second question: has there 

been any fault found by the northern Know 


Let me ask the gentleman 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Nothings with the course of the southern tiene 





Nothings upon this floor, or by the southern 
Know Nothings with the cours “of th e from 
the North? Ir nly that there has | n very little 
said DY One s etion either for ora gt nst the other. 
The gentleman from Ala aia, { Nii W ALKER, | 
however, this morning did speak of the co use of 
the gentlemen from the North in terms of the 
most decided reprobation. 


Mr. LETCHER. As I understand it, Mr. 
Banks does not belong to the American part 

Mr. SMITH. My colleague has precis iy the 
same information ups mn the subject that I have. 
| have stated clearly and exacuy thre eround 
upon Which [ acted during my canvass, and he 
knows as much about the conduct of the Ameri- 
can party, or the position of the distinguished 
rentleman from Massachusetts, to whem he has 
referred, as | do. And now, having finished 
what I have to say, | move, as I have promised 


to move, that the House do now adjourn. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I ask the 
yield the floor to me. 
Mr. SMULEHL. If the gentleman has 
ask, 1 yield with 
swer it with pleasure. 


gentieman to 


any que 5° 


pleasure, and will an- 


tion to } 


Mr. GIDDINGs. I have no question to ask 
of the gentleman from Virginia. { wish the 
floor to propound some questions to the Tlouse 
itself. 


Mr. SMITH. [ mean no discourtesy to the 
eentleman from Chio, but I am under a pledge 
to the gentleman trom ‘Tennessee [Mr. Eruer- 
ipGe] to move to adjourn. ‘Vhat gentleman 
yielded me the floor with that express under- 
standing. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. And now I ask the 
man from Virginia to yield me the sam 
tesy shown him by the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, 

Mr. SMITH. Again 


the slightest discourt: sy 


ee 
rentic- 


cour- 


I say that I 
to the 


mean not 
gentleman from 


Ohio, but | am under obligations to make the 
motion which I have made. 
Mr. GiDDINGS. Then I appeal to the 


House. 

The CLERK. 
ginla withdraw his motion? 

Mr. SMITH. I cannot. 

Several Members. Vote it down. 

The question was taken, and the 
fused to adjour n. 

Mr. GIDi XINGS. My fellow-members: I 
address you thus, because we have no other au- 
thority or officer to whom I can address myself. 
As yet we are in an unorganized condition. We 
are without rules; we are @without officers; we 
are without authority in this Hall. The people 
are looking with the most intense interest for the 
organization of this body. They are expecting 
us to procee dto the momentous busmess whic h, 
as their Representatives, we are bound to transact. 

Sir, Lam not under the circumstances disposed 
to find fault with these explanations to which we 
have listened for some two days past. I think 
it is right end proper that gentlemen should place 
their views before the country, that their con- 
stituents may know and appreciate them. But 
there is one thing that I dislike. With all del- 
icacy I would suggest that, instead of using 
terms and phrases upon whic h different individ. 
uals may place different constructions, we should 
speak o f principle. Instead of using such terms 
as Democrat and Whig, Know Nothing and 
Free-Soiler, we should use language expressing 
the sentiments and principles held by different 
men. If we will come to that, we shall find that 
we are not half so various in our sentiments as 
we are when we use phrases implying anything 
or nothing, according to the views of each indi- 
vidual who listens to our remarks. 


Does the gentleman from Vir- 


Tlouse re- 


And there is another point to which I wish 


most respectfully to reply. Yesterday we listened 
to various remarks coming from different parts 
of the Hall, from gentlemen from different parts 
of the Union, but all having distinctive reference 
to the North and South. Sir, that is a distine- 
tion which no man ever heard come from my 
lips. It is upon pr inciple, enduring, eternal, un- 
yielding principle, that 1 place my whole, my 
entire moral, politic: il, and religious being. I 
have no res ard for partie Ss, nor ‘for sec tions, for 
they me an nothing. It struck me, when my 
friends from Pennsylvania upon my right [Mr. 
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Seuui’ and he upon my % ft [Mr. 
spe aking this morning, 


Au ISON] were 
that, | if they had spoken 
iple, tustead of part they would have 
found thi it there was very v littl ‘dit renee between 
them, ey would have found common ground 
upon whi h ail could stand together ; 

And now I spe 


. 
of s 


ol prine 


ik of this continual denunciation 

etional views, and sectional feelings, and 
sectional parties; they all come from a party 
Which has been re pudiate ‘d by the pr ople of the 
country. They from that minority of 
seventy-four in this House. And these are the 
gentlemen who here to the majority of 
the House, that we shall resign and go home, if 
they will. The proposition is unfair. We are 
doing the work of ‘the country, for which our 
constituents sent us here. We are endeavoring 
to organize this House; they are endeavoring to 
prevent an organization. ‘T'o illustrate my idea, 

[ will remark that Lam reminded of the criminal 
standing upon the gallows, the rope fastened to 
the beam over his head and around his neck, the 
drop on which he stands sustained by a simple 
cord, which the sheriff stands ready with his 
hatchet to cut. ‘*Now,’’ says the criminal to 
the sheriff, “if you will resign, [I will, and we 
will xo home together, and appeal to the people!” 
{Great laughter.}] Gentlemen, let me tell you 
that this Nebraska question has been tried before 
the American people, and judgment has been 
pronounced upon your conduct. And .now 
your inseasibility of your own condition reminds 
me ofa theological writer—I think it was Sweden- 
borg—who states that upon a certain time he 
was entranced and carried to the other world, 
where he met with a class of fogy’s spirits that had 
been in that world twenty, thirty, and even forty 
years, but had not yet learned that they were 
dead. [Shouts of laughter.] I mention this for 
your instruction; [ mention it for your edifica- 
a your good. I hone you will not forget 

, s0r4 really think it would be more modest for 
you to reserve such propositions while you are 
in so small a minor ity. 

I azain come home to gentlemen here who are 
the professed advocates of an institution which, 
at the ee a of our Government, was 
regarded by the fathers of that day as limited 
and sectional, and whichis now sul more limited 
and more emphaticaliy sectional than it was then. 
They had the boldness to avow their sentiments; 
and, on a former occasion, when this House was 
in great confusion, tossed about on this slave 
question, like the waves of the mighty deep 
amid the storm that lashed them into fury —when 
all the vituperation, and slander, and calumny, 
of which mortal lips were capable, were hurled 
at the devoted head of the Hon. Jolin Quincy 
Adams— the old man eloquent ’’—I recollect 
well that he rose in his place, despite slavehold- 
ing detraction and slaveholding denunciation, 
and the contempt of northern dough-faces, and 
called on the Clerk to read the first paragraph 
of the Declaration of American Independence. 
I now wish to refresh the minds of my associates 
here with the principles of that document, which 
was penned by the great author of American 
Republicanism, the apostle of American Democ- 
racy. Itis the first anti-slavery document that 
I ever read. It runs in this vein: 

* When, in the course of human events, it becomes neces- 
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
have bound them to another, and to assume among the 
Powers of the earth the separate and equal station to 
which the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitie 
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind require 
that they should declare the causes which impel thein to 
the separation.” 

What were they? TI would put the question to 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Smiru,] who, 
with knitted brow , clenched fist,and grating teeth, 
denounced gentlemen from Massachusetts in lan- 
guage that would have better become some other 
place than the Halls of legislation. With the 
great apostle of American republic anism, we Re- 
publicans of this land ** hold these truths to be 
self-evident—that all men are created equal.” 
All men—not the high nor the low, the rich nor 
the poor, the negro, the mulatto, nor the white— 
but all men who bear the image of God, whose 
countenance beams with immortality >. are ** én- 
dowed,’’ not by the President, nor his Cabinet, 
not by the Senate, nor the House of Representa- 
tives, nor by human laws, or human constitu- 
tions, but ‘* by their Creator, with certain inalien- 


come 


propose 
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al ble right ; that among these are s life, libe ty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.” 
° 





-Tifar, tu secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among mon, deriving they just powers trom the consent of 
the gov d3t whenever any form oi ernment 
bi nies Gestructive of these enad<-, mois the of the 
poopie to alter ¢ yabolisin it ad to titer W gor 
ermmeni i ! tound ion sueh principtes, and 
or: ig powers Ub such torm, as to them shail seem 
most likely to effvet their saicty and happiiess.’” 


say to those rent 


! art . abl 
lemen who speak 
snecrinzly of R 


publicanism, that we here find 
Upon this rock the Republican 
built, and the gates of Hell shall not 
pr vail a against it. 

Mr. SMI i Hl, of Vireinia. Why is it that 
your party has assumed the name of Republicans? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Because we advocate the 
same principles which Jefferson, and Hane 
and Frank lin, and the 
publicans 
ae 


Mr. SMITH. 


OcK, 
» 
Re- 


and 


Adamises, and all the 
1776, avowed and advocated 
Why did you 


not take it before? 


Mr. GiIDDINGS. Our party is but just 
formed out of the other parties, and we took it 
When the existence of our party eomiunence d. 


Will the 


suon to 


Mr. LETCHER. 


' 7 . 
4 renticman alow 
me to puta gu 


him? I observe m the 


Herald that came last night a letter signed G., 
Which copies a resolution said to have been 
adopted at a caucus, and which is said to have 
been offered by yourself, 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I will not evade the answer. 
Let me proceed with what I was saying, and at 
another fa I will give 

Mr. LETCHER. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. I know whatthe question is. 

Mr. LETCHER. I am sure you do not. I 

allowed the gentleman to interrupt me yesterday ; 
and I that I have never refused, since I 
have been am mber upon this floor, to allow him 
or anybody else to interrupt me if it was desired. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 w ill yield the floor on the 
app al made by the gentleman. However, I will 
say that [ never interrupted any man when he 
vas in the midst of an explanation, as I was 
when he interposed at this tme. I yield to the 
gentleman, who is always courteous to others. 

Mr. LETCHER. JT want to know whether 
the peniraien drafted this resolution? 

* Resol: That we will support no man for Speaker 
Who is not oe dged to carry out the parliamentary law, by 
giving to each proposed measure ordered by the House to 
be committed, a majority of such special committee ; and 
to organize the standing committees of the House by placing 
on exch an jority of the friends of freedom : fuvor 
able to maki on all petitions « tted to them.”? 


the gentleman an answer. 
Let ine finish 


heheve 





ho are 


ig reports mm 


If you are the author of that resolution, 
it adopied by the eaucus? 
Mr. GIDDINGS. lL will answer the gentle- 
man. 
Mr. LETCHER. He 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 
Mr. LETCHER. Very well, then; 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I thank the gentleman for 
having introduced the question. I did draft that 
resolution, which pledges us to vote for no man 
who will not carry out the parliamentary law, 
to measure out exact justice to all men upon 
whom that nforced. When a Know 
Nothing brings forward a proposition to change 
or repeal the laws of naturalization, he is entitled 
to a respectful hearing, and he shall have my 
voice to s that hearing. Iam nota Know 
I never was one, and never expect to 


was 


‘ar me throuch. 
One question at a time. 
fo on. 


{ " Y 
iaW IS ¢ 


eure 
Nothing; 
be one; but I do say that as are entitled to a 
respectful hearing. I would vote for any man 
who would admiister justice alike to Know 
Nothings and anti-Xnow Nothings, to slavehold- 
ers and anti-slavery men, l £O for no ext 
tions. When you who oppose Know Nothings 
bring up any measure against them, we will give 
you tful hearing, as we give it to your 
opponents; wl we do not exclude pro-slavery 
advocates. If a measure is introduced for the 
establishment of slavery in Nebraska, my right 
arm should sooner phi from its socket than that 
my vote should be given to prevent a hearing 
upon it. I would “ you | 


‘ep- 


a respec 


be heard before the 
nation, although it is pretty generally understood 
that lam opposed to slave ry. (Laughter.} My 
motto is equal rights, and equal privileges, and 
equal justice to a men and all parties. The 
Kuow Nothings can properly demand nothing 
more. We canaccord to them nothing less. All 
who act together must act on these principles. 
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No other aula can es adopted by chiens who " ive 
self-respect, and are w: lling to do unto others as 
they would have others do ur 

Mr. LETCHER. I will now 
question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. “No, 
Lam only beginning. I 
the particular attention of the 
ceded me, that ~ twenty 
coming from the North in favor of freedom in this 
District has ever been heard from afier it was 
cominitted to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. House is, that the 
tof Columbia shail take 


ito them. 


the other 


put 
} 

} } 
Tam not throuch yet: 
then, and I wish 
rentleman who pre- 





- hree years no pe aEnEOn 


The rule of the 
Committee on the Distric 
Into consideration and report on all suc 
! referred 


titions as shall be 
r-three years that rule has 


ih matters 
For 


violated, 


to them. 


t! been 


an ph wliany ntary law trampled under foot. 
The rights of the p: oph of the North have been 
repudiated and tramp d upon; our doors have 


faces. This has been done 


' 
rie, 


b: en slamme “dl in their 
under Deimie 

But let mi 

+ District, under the 
men rear boys and 
them for profit. 
protected by the party of this nation. 
They , rhave elected Sp eakers who ‘hi ie constantly 
so arranged the Committees on the District of 


cratic 
I reeret to say that in 
laws of the United State 

girls for the mar] 
This revolting practices 
Demoeratic 


ro further. 


cet, and sell 


has been 


Co) La that *] oath a 
numba that, when petuuons c 


ime up here pray- 
ing that this revolting practice mi ght cease, = 
that the people of the free States should no longer 


be involved in such 


abhorrent iniquity , their re- 
Spe etful petitions 


have been trampled under foot 
and consigned to pe rpetual sil nee, 

I therefore drafted resolution that we would 
vote for no man for Speaker were 
pledged by his character and past conduct to or- 


vanize to correct this W rong, 


} 
unhiess he 


the committees soas 
who would so arrange the 
sure respectful an 
whe ther they came fi 
from pro-sl: ive ry or anti-slavery men. 


committees as to In- 
% De 
North or the 


titions, 


South, 


wwers to the me ople 


‘om the 


Now, my trie ttn? irzinia, [ Mr. Lercner,] 
you have asked me on: que stron, an d, if you 
please, I will ask you one before you put another 
tome. Would you vot for a Speal ker that 


you 
believed would thus strangle the petitions of the 
South ? 

Mr. LETCHER. I will vote for a Speaker 
who will do his duty fairly and justly. 

Mr. GIDDI — I never knew my friend to 
be astride the fence bef ve. (Langhter.] 

Mr. LETC HER. I will never vote for 
man whose character and Ash are 
that [ must demand pledges from 
will be honest. [Cries of ** Good!’ « ¢ rood !} 

Mr. GIDDINGS. T ealleon this House and 
the country to witness the fact that the gentleman 
dare not answer my question. I gave hima full, 
frank, and candid reply. He, a 
evades, dode s,and Is unw illine to 
quesuion ] propounded. It is the 
party that demands verbal pledges, 
eans. And now I _ _ the Di 
didate, if you please, 
so arrange the 
answer 


any 
so doubtful 
him that he 


slavebolder, 
answer the 
Democratic 
not Republi- 
mocratic can- 
P he will say that he will 

Sea sas to give ar sper ‘tful 
to petitions which may be presented on 
the subject of the slave trade in this District, or 
in regard to the detestable practice of raising men 
and women for the market, or will he so arrange 
the Committee on the District of Columbia as to 
silence those petitions ? 

Mr. LETCHER. That is an evasion of the 
issue. You were to question me. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I have to deal with your 
candidate now. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
equal. You are 
[Laughter. ] 

Mr. GIDDINGS. That gentleman stands be- 
fore the country; the eyes of the nation are upon 
him. His =. assail me for knowing the views 
of one candidate, while neither they nor their 
candidate dare answer the question th y propound 
tome. Their position isa most mcaliniae one. 
Here they st ind before the country more dumb 
on this subject than becomes American statesmen, 
I would never be a candidate if obliged thus to 
surrender my independence, and not dare avow 
my doctrines. Thank God we present no such 
candidate! When interrogated they have an- 
swered, and will answer any interrogatories pro- 
poundedtothem. I ank the House and the coun- 


You and I are not 
not a candidate, and I am. 


AS 


Let them ¢o forth 
history record 


try to bear these facts in mind. 


to the pre ple; let the nm let the 


American people understand that neither the ean- 
didate of the Demoeratie party nor his supporiers 
dare answer these questions. Now, | will eome 
to the gentleman from Pennsvivania,! Mr. Jones.) 
who spoke of the nm $ C f slaveholders, a da 
I want to know if he man who will 


will vote fora 
the Committee he Distriet of Co- 
to silence the petitions that may be sent 

ul of the laws that authorize the 
trade in this Dis Not soarrance that 


so arrange on t 
lumbia as 
here for the 


slave 


repe% 


trict? 


committees as that they shall report for the repeal, 
butsoarranve them that they shall report either for 
or against repeal? He refuses to answer. Let 
any one of that party speak. And now 1 will 


propound this question to the gentleman from Vir- 
TNA Who precede d ne, (Mr. Saurn, 
as one having authority. 
Mr. SMITH. If the gentleman 
word of advice from me— 
Mr. GIDDINGS. No, no 
que sien. { Laughter: ] 


Mr. SMITH. 


|} who spoke 


will take a 


advice. I ask a 
But allow me—— 

a GIDDINGS. Sir, Lask no advice. 
forbid that | should ever be driven to 
ne cessity! 

Mir. SMITH. 


to that, 


God 
such a 


[ will tell you what I say in 
reference but first let me make 
tion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. No suggestion. 
my guestion—yes or no. 


Mr. SMITH. If you 


a sugges- 
Answer 
how I 


vish to know 


would organize the committees, I can only say 
that | would organize them so as to advance the 
publie business in strict conformity to the Con- 


stitution and all its compromises, and none other. 
Now, you may make the most of that. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Now, my friends, mark 
The gwentleman can assail honorable Sena- 
tors at a distanee when he 1s perfectly safe from 
answers; he can denounce them, and talk 
about the salv f the Union. Let me tell 


this: 


their 
ation of 
him that here is space and verge for the display 
powers! He now quails before a 
single intcrrogatory; his proud bearing app ars 
o have left him sudde nly; he is dumb; lke the 
amb before his shearers, he opens not his mouth. 

Mr. LETCHER, (interposing.) The gentle- 
man has acknowledged that he is the author of 
the resolution [I have read. I desire to know, 
now, whether his present candidate and the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campsexi,} who run up 
votes, were understood by him and 


of his forenste 


t 
} 
} 
I 


to 1 rhty-one 


by the caucus to be pledged to an anaes of 
it ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I do understand every 
northern man who professes the principles of 


liberty to be pledged to this doctrine. I did 
understand Mr. Camppe tt and Mr. Banks, by 
their public acts, by their whole to have 
been pledged to carry out the doctrine of that 
I so regarded gig man that has 
been named as a candidate by my political asso- 
ciates, as pledge d by their public actions and by 
all their ions In favor of the doctrine laid 
down in that resolution. 

Mr. LETCHER. Lid the 
resolution ? 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 


conduct, 


resolution. 


profe SS 
ucus adopt this 


There was no caucus. 
Mr.LETCHER. Was there a meeting, then? 
Mr. GIDDINGS. There was a meeting for 

conference 

Mr. LETC HER. 
lution ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. They perfect 
unanimity. I desire that the nand the 
American people shall understand that they did 
adopt it without a dissenting voice. 

Mr. LETCHER. Were Messrs. C 
and Banks there? 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 


Did they adopt that reso- 


did, with 


rentiema 


AMPBELL 


rm) 
ahey were not. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will my col- 
learue allow me to say a word? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to state this fact, 


that no resolution, no test of that kind 
sented to me by any person, O 
or meeting. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. No, sir. God forbid that 
it should have been presented, or that I should 
voted for any man who I did not know and 
believe in my heart and conscience was an advo- 
cate of that very doctrine. 


>» Was pre- 


rfrom any caucus 


have 








AG THE 


Mr. BANKS. I have no part er concern in 


the CORY rsathon on raontl tween the rent] man 
from Vireimia and the centleman from Ohio; but 
id ireéto ivy .sofera | unconer rned.th t Pon ver 
knew that any such resolution was adopted, that 
I never attended any eaneus, conference, or meet- 
ine where such a resolution was presented; that 
Jhave never made any pledge ; and that P stand 
uncommitted, and pr pared to do whatis right 
and just wherever Timay be ealled to act, «ecord- 
i oo EY aS COM NAG ions. 

Mr GIDDINGS. "Phere is no doubt vwaeut 
that, wr | = ME country to understand it. 

Mr. jan . Theeentl man will pardon 
mec “aa interrupting him again just at this point. 
It seems that neithe r the gentleman from Ohio, 
{ Mr. Camppene,] nor the gentleman from Ma 

ihusetts, (Mr. Baxxs.| who have been before 
the Tfouse as candidates for Speaker, had 
} new! d e@ W hy wtever of th! ri lution. Now | 


desire to know, if the reeord of their lives and of 
their pubhe conduct as members of this House, 


was so dh tinct, so emphatic, leavine so. littl 


i 
room for doubt and difficulty, Why 


yYwa sthe reso 
| 
a 


lution, proclaiming date must bi 


pledged, adopted by gy 
Mir. GIDDINGS. I answer most di: ; 
that we came here somposed of different political 
t 





tinetly 


parties, having heretofore professed different 


views and sentiments, a 





ll Was hect i to 
have some common principle upon which we 
It was further resolved, that it was 
ho obj ection to any man that he belonged to the 
American px irty : provided that he stood eommit- 
ted to thes entiments. Let mes iy to the gentle- 
man, | Mr. f Liercner,}) who denounces the Know 
Nothing party, that that would be no objection to 
him, provide dhe stood u pon this common ground 
of principle. We should not ask him whether he 
belonged to the Democratic, the Whig, the Re- 
mblican, or the Know Nothing party. When 
shall plant himself upon the principle of that 
resolution, we willeven accept the ge ntle man from 
Virginia. True [should revard his conversion 
as a miracle much greater than the conversion of 
Paul, (laughter:] yet we would even acce pt him. 
We exclude no man for what he has been. The 
question is, “Show do you now stand ?”’ 

Let me say to gentlemen, we are each of us 
now writing our biography with more rapidity 
than we generally imagine ~ Coming generations, 
looking back upen this time and seeing thes 
principles adopted by the American people, will 
rejoice, and their hearts swell with th inkfulness, 
that there were men at this my who stood forth 
so proudly and firmly in se f these principles 
of justice, libe rty, and the Constitution. 

And now, gentlemen, I <a come to a more 
minute part of my subject, if my friend from Vir- 
zinta (Mr. Lercugr| has got through asking 
questions. 

Mr. LETCHER. I have got all I want to go 
to mys ction of the country with. 

Ir. GIDDINGS. Oh, tay friend, with what 
emotions [ hear that word ** seetion!”’ 


could agres 





In iSTe = of 
looking to the cood and for the approvs of com- 
Ing Penerations, men are always lo ca over 
their shoulders to see if the devil is not coming 
after them. [Laughter.}] When will men learn 
that weare not sent here to cavil on mere secti 





issues. Gentlemen of the Democratic party, | 
_ “oes in your attempt to extend this seetional 
insiitution, y ou have called down the vengeance 
of the American * ople upon your heads. The 
handwriting upoi the wall has been seen and 
read of all men. Your history is written, and 
your doom 1s sealed; the sentence pronounced 
against you, **depart, ye cursed.”? (Laughter. } 
You need not trouble yours ~ s about our petty 
dificultics. We =e care of inhaaie winie dance 

help us. We can do ath out you. We have 


a working majority in this House against you. 





When organized we shall raise the standard of 


united Opposition to your party. Indeed, whether 


we elect aSpeaker or not, we shall unite in oppo- 
sition to your Kansas-Nebraska bill, and to its 
principles. 

0 mach has been said here about Republicans, 
and Abolitionsts, and Know Nothines, that I 
want to define terms. Lhave already given my 
Vi Ws upon Republicanism. The y are exXpresst d 
in the language of that immortal instrument to 
which Ll have referred—the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, which shali continue to increase in the 


brichtness of its glory as long as freedom shal! 
be sustained. ‘That is the foundation of my Re- 
muiblicanism, as itis that of avast majority of the 


Whigsand Know Nothines of the North. You, 
eentlomen of the Democratic party, stand forth 
here denying this doctrine. You sa 


not endowed by their Creator with 


PS Men. are 





inalien- 
able ricght of liberty. You can maintain vour 


position in the States, as we cannot interfere with 
it there: we have no authorit ty W ithin your Ssev- 
eral State jurisdictions, and we seek to exercise 
none. But when you ask us to extend slavery, 
wean wer, with the * atric its of 1776. that we hold 


that this Federal Government was consututed for 
lity, liberty, and the pursuit of 

IUNIeESS, You de ny thesi doctrim +5 wl le we 
affirm and reiterate them. You, who eal 7 your- 


the protection of 


i} 
il 


selves Democrats, pronounee your an themas 
aeainst Jefferson, the apostle of Democracy, and 
turn over his memory and prineipl to the I Re- 
publicans and the Know Nothines of this nation, 


( 
and say you have formed anew basis upon which 
this Government shall be administered. 

I now come to the more immediate issue made 
by the gentle min fr mi Pennsylvania, [Mr 
Satiak.4 ak stint ihasga ts 
He says the Know Notl hinges and the Repubhi- 
cans in Pennsylvania are the same. I under- 
stand my friend on the left [Mr. ALitson] says 
they a re the same. Am I right in that? 

Mr. JONES. I only reply that it 1S SO, as 
they tell us. . 
Mr. GIDDINGS. You can never find better 
authority under heaven than the foul of those 
who profi ss the doctrines, {Laught ei I now 
ask my friend on the left (Mr. Atiison] if that 

is what he understood on that argument? 

Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Now, then, I ask the gen- 
tleman over the way [Mr. Camper, of Penn- 
sylvania] if that is what he understood as Re- 
publicanism m Pennsylvania? 

CAMPBELL. I have explained myself 
fully on that point. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. [understood the gentleman 
so. Lonly put the quesuon for the purpose of 
reaffirmation. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. My sentiments were per- 
fectly expressed, but if the gentleman will yield 
me the floor I will repeat them. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Oh, I so understood them, 
Mlauchter,| to be sure; and now T want to ask 
my friend here, (Mr. Jones, of Pennsylvania, | 
ar you, sir, oppos ed tothe restoration of liberty 
to Kansas? Say it right out. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. JONES. I do not know that I under- 
stand the genilemangs question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I merely want my friend to 
say here betore the country—I carp not about 
names—are you in favor of slavery in Kansas, 
or are you in favor of restoring liberty there by 
national law ? 

A Voice. That’s the question. 

Mr. JONES. I wil answer the gentleman 
with pleasure. 

A Member. Restoring it by national law, of 
course 

Mr. JONES. Tam, through th e Deel aration of 
Independence, in fi “i of liberty everywhere. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. ami olad ieee 

JONES. Iam in favor of liberty in my 
own country, and under an obligation which is 
hicher with me than anything on earth. 1 mean 
to stand by constitutional liberty, and I know no 
hieher law. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. That’s it. 

Mr. JONES. Now [{ do not mean to shirk 
the question. Tam in favor of liberty in Kansas 

just as much as the Constitution allows, and not 
one particle more. The bill which I voted for 
secures that liberty, and by it [ am willing to 
star nd to the last. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Then my friend insists that 
the Constitution prohibits our giving freedom to 
Kansas. Is that it? 

Mr. JONES. My reply is, the Constitution 
does not prohibit our giving freedom to Kansas, 
and she has it under the Constitution. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. a want no prevarication or 
evasion. Il say, Iw rstood my friend {Mr. 
Joxes}to declare st 1 by national law we had not 
the constit itional power to restore Uberty to the 
p' opl i¢ Of * Kansas. 





speak with respect, 
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Mr. JONES. Well, I will answer my friend 
from Ohio. . 

Mr. GIDDINGS. That is what I want. 

Mr. JONES. Iam willing toanswer him cat- 
egorically. 

“Mr. GIDDINGS. The very thing I want. 

Mr. JONES. I do not know how to get at it 
better than by saying this, that the question of 
slavery—for thi ut what it is——— 

Mr GIDDINGS.. That is what I say. 

JONES. The question of slave ry isa 
question which T deny that Congress has the 
right to decide, in the sense in which the gentle- 
man from Ohio speaks of it; but Tam in favor 
of that law which gives it to the free white citi- 
zens of Kansa S, or any other Territory, to settle 
that question for the mselves, . 

= veral Members, (approvingly.) That is it. 

. AU MPH REY MARSHALL, of Ken- 
tucky. Task the gentleman from Pem nays vyded 
[Mr. Jones] whether T understand the principles 
of the Kansas-Nebraska bill for which the Dem- 
ocratie enucus pledges its members, are to be ex- 
tended—— 

Mr. GIDDINGS, (interrupting.) My friend 
from Kentucky will permit me, with all possible 
kindness, to inte rrupt him. 

A Member Oh, let him ask his question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. No, my friends, I now 
better the courtesy of debate than to say that 
rentlemen mune a right to st p in and take the 
floor from me I would yi ld it with all pos- 
sible pleasure to that gentleman, if 1 did not see 
that he wants to proj round a que — to the gcn- 
tleman from Peinsylvania (Mr. Jones] which 
would get up a discussion a3 another point than 
that on which I now am speaking. 

[ was then saying that my friend [Mr. Jones] 
denies that we have the right to prohibit sk ery 
in Kansas under the Constitution. I want to 
meet him here. [Laughter.] 

Mr. JONES. [do say that. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I want to have this issue 
proclaimed before the American people. 1 ask 
his attention to whe t constitute sslavery. Asouth- 
ern jurist has said, ‘* A slave is one doomed in his 
own person and posterity to live without knowl- 
edge; to toil, that another may reap the benefits 
of his labor; the object is the master’s gain; the 
instrument, the perfect subjection of = slave.”’ 
In the case in which this was said, the master 
had shot his slave; and let me say to a grentle- 
man, that wherever slavery exists, the right of 
self-defense is taken from the slave—that right 
with which nature and nature’s God endowed 
him. Unless you take from the slave the right to 
defend his person and liberty against his master, 
he is not aslave; and therefore itis that wherever 
slavery exists this right is taken from the slave. 








Now here are slaveholding gentlemen, and 
they cannot be mistaken whether this is the law 
in every slaveholding State of the Union. Now, 
this act of kil ling s slaves by the master is, in my 
opinion, the vilest tyri nny, the most pe rfect des- 
potism which ever curse ‘d the footstool of God. 
It is a legalization of murder; it is putting author- 
ity into the hands of an individual to inflict capital 
punishment upon his felow-men, Without re- 
Ss} ponsibility to the tribunals of the country, he 
sits in Judgment, declares the sentence, and exe- 
eutes it by taking the life of his slave. And 
while we — h by our own laws the people of 
Kansas for stealing a horse, for stealing m¢ mney, 
or for villas ry, my friend [Mr. Jones] denies 
that we have a right to prohibit this murder of a 
slave. Now I want my friend to say, whe 7a 
he denie $s our right to ‘prohibit the killing of 
slave in Kansas? 

Mr. JONES. I answer my friend by saying 
this: Ido not know how I could make it more ap- 
parent. He [Mr. Gippinas] is a citizen of the 
State of Ohio. Now, Iam willing to aecord to 
every citizen of Kansas just the same right and 
power which he possesses on that question as 
a citizen of Ohio. I understand that the people 
of Ohio have the power and the right to estab- 
lish to-morrow or to abolish slavery. I tell him 
that I just go for giving a resident of Kansas 
the same amount of power and liberty under the 
Constitution of the United States—no more and 
ho ke ss. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. And does not my friend 
[Mr. Jones] see where he is? Has he not by his 
vwn yote here spread over Kansas the criminal 
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law of the United States? But he does 
that in regard to the people of Ohio. We 


not do 


lecis- 


late in reeard to other erimes the re Pag he denies 
our authority to prohibit this. My riends, I 
Want to make this exposé here bec: ause a days 
and days I have seen the Democ rats of this 


Tlouse ‘stand forth—I mean no offense—with 
effrontery which would well become a dominant 
majority in this Hall. 

Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting.) DoT under- 
stand the gentleman from Ohio to say that a 
master has aright to kill his slave in the south- 
erh States? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Tsay whatI cannot be mis- 
taken in. Lask the gentleman, as he isa master, 
whether, if he atterapt to chastise a slave in Vir- 
gimla, and that slave defends himself, has he not 


the right, under the laws of that State, to take 
that slave’s life? Thatis the point. Come right 
to it. 


Mr. LETCHER. The 
protects me 
Mr. 
Let me 
There jacetneives 
Iean I wish the emian 
whether, if he attenipt to chastise 
resist, he has not the right to take 


ernminal law which 
protects -_ slave 
GIDDINGS. He evades my question. 
ask the ge itle man to answer directly. 
should be ition before the Amer- 
pt onle, to te I] me 
i 
} 1 
a slave, and ie 
the life of that 


’ 
ert 


slave ? 
Mr. LETCHER. No, sir; there is no such 
right there, and there never was. 


Mr. GIDDING iS. Then I say to the slaves of 
Virginia, ** Defend yours: lves.’? T would to God 
J could proclaim to every slave in Virginia to- day ‘ 
“You have the right of self-defense, and w! he n 
the master attempts to exercise the right of do- 
Minion over you, slay him as he w oa slay your- 
selves.’’? But the gentleman is mistaken. This 
deprivation of sclf-defense is the very gist of 
slavery; without it slavery cannot exist. 

Mr. READE. Will the gentleman from Ohio 
allow me a moment to answer his question ? 

Mr. ee Oh, certainly. 

Mr. READE. Have you not in Ohio a right 
to correct your children, and to make them sub- 
mit to your authority? 

Mr. GIDDINGS 
Have you not the 
the life of your slave ? 

Mr. READE. No, sir; we have no such 
right; our right over our slaves scare¢ ly extends 
any further than your right over your son in Ohio. 
I now ask, would you advise the sons of Ohio, as 
you advise the slaves of Virginia, to resist their 

fathers ? 

Mr.GIDDINGS. My friend from North Car- 
olina need not put such ‘a question. He knows 
my sentiments on that subject. Does he intend 
to disgrace and lower the relagions between a father 
and son by comparing them with those between 
an master and slave ? Vhy, let me tell a fact I 
can show from my own correspondence. IT have 
wletter from a slaveholider in Virginia, wherem 
he declares that he owned a female slave nineteen 
years of that she was a woman of unblem- 
ished character; a member of the Methodist 
church; that she was set upon b yy a young man 


Not by taking his lif 
right in North Carolina to take 


age; 


with improper purposes ; she was athletie, and, 
by one of those unfortunate blows which some- 


times occur, laid her ravisher dead at her feet, in 
protecting that which was dearer to her than life 
—her honor. Tor this she was sentenced to be 
haneved. 

And now, my friends, here is the issue. The 
Democrats have at last, in one instance, been 
outspoke nand bold in their avowal of the ir inten- 
tion to maintain slavery in Kansas. ‘hey de- 
clare that the principle sof the Kansas bill'shall 
be maintained, that the doctrines of that bill shall 
be uph Id. They de clare also hostility to Know 
Nothingism as one of the principles of their pk it- 
form. Now, sir, the combined forces of the 
Opposition are arrayed against this platform of 
theirs. We s ‘that freedom shall be 
to Kansas. We say that the 
tion entered into by our 
since, shall be 


re stored 
sol Inh consecra- 
j fathers thirty-five years 
restored, and transmitted to our 
descendants. Here we stand. This is the issue 
before this House. This 1s the issue for the 
campaign of 1856. ** Liberty for Kansas’? is our 
motto, U pon that the pe ople of the Union will 
stand. We are formins our party. We are 
gathering our forces We are consolidating our 
ranks. We intend to be ready for the conflict. 


i been ath 
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On that issue we go to the people, and may God 
prosper the right! 
And now, In reference 
dissolution of the U 
he ard considerable this hiornine, | say, my 
friends, don’t le awake of nigh ts for the fear of 
the safi ty of the Union. Wi hy .a O VOL HN nth mien 
know that, of late ; the le ading Den pocratic 
in the southern portion of the 
mond Enquire r, for 


to this talk about the 
Union, about which we have 


t mi 


paper 
Union, the Rich- 
Monts p st has never 
1 lution of the 


upon thre 


some 
ceased to proclann th 
Unie? Day aft 
South to pre) 
But all this 


COMIN ( 
day it has ealled 
pare for the dissolution of the Union. 
from the South. We never 
hear the dissolution of the Union advocated 
the North. No northern man, with any 
tion as a politician, ever advocated it. 

A Voice. Did not Sumner? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. No, never. We at thi 
North will stand by the Union. We will stand 
by the ¢ And let me say to timid 
genth men North, be not anxiou 
vw Union. 


comes 


repula- 


‘onstitution. 
from the 

We intend to dissolve the 
union, and we do not intend to let you do it. 
Laughiter. | Understand that. We mean what 
We say: Wwe will not only maintain the Union, 
hut we will tell southern traitors who threaten it 
that they dissolve it. It has been ce- 
foucht 
aditain 


and 


; about 


t! do not 
on 

\ 

r 

} 

1 


shall hot 
fathers who 
for its establis Wi . , houn dito 
it by all the obligations whie nd men, 
mit an to doit. Threaten its dissolution, reiterat 
the threat as often as you — und we meet 
you wWithastern front an¢ 1 unw: rpg r 
that such a traitorous object sha il not be reached. 
I speak in all kindness. We have alr ady got 
this House Next year, with God’s on Wwe 
shall have the President; and in two mor years 
we shall have the Senate. ‘Then the Executive 
and Legislative the Government will 
power. ‘Then those who threaten dis- 


mented by the blood of our 


hithent. 


} 
solution 
ye ssin 


branches of 
be in our 
solution had better look out. 

A Voice. You do not mean to hang us? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I do not think that you are 
fitfor hanging. [Laughter.] | would not hang 
one of you—not one of those who threaten a dis- 
solution of the Union. Lwill t lI you what we 
will do. Ifthe threat be iterated and reiterated, 
we will diz up the bones of old Hi kory, and re- 
publish his proclamation of 1832, in which he 
swore <Siiky the Elarnal! that he would hang 
every man who attempted a dissolution of th 
Union.”’ That will be sufficient. {L 


quite augh- 


ter.}] ‘That will do the work. It did then, 
and it will do it again. 

Now, my friends, let me tell you, out of the 
sincerity of my heart, that this story of the dis- 
solution of the Union has grown stal It is 


no longer 
tempt. 


current; we hold it in imeifable con- 


It were useless for us to organize this House 
unless a majority entertain principles hostile to 
the present Administration. We differ in 
sien Some hold that slavery should never be 
sustained by the Federal Government; 
think it should be} rmitted to remain int 
trict; willing to letitr 
but all are Oppos d to the 





our 


othe rs 


its Dis- 





others ar “natn in Kansas; 


Kansas bill; and most 


of us would restore liberty to the people there. 
All condemn those who violated the on 
compact. These various opinions can only t 


on the 
all. 


to each oar to 
} relation to the 
business here. When that shall 
she d, we shall then arrange 


plain principles of justice 

The election of Speaker has 
transaction of 
be accompli 


ourselves 
for the coming campaign. In that, we may sep- 
pl may even oppose ¢ ach other; but we 
shall all most cordially oppose the present Ad- 


ministration until it be 

Mr. KNOX. 
adjourn. 

Tellers were demanded, but not ordered. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 1 would 
appeal to the gentleman to withdraw his mouon 
for a few moments, so that | may be heard in ex- 
planation of the position which IL oc upy upon 
this floor. 

Mr. KNOX. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. MARSHALL. It is due, Mr. Clerk, to 
the courtesy we owe to each other, after so much 
has been said to-day in regard to the 
of men and parties, that the small party to which 
1 am attached, and which has to such an extent 
eme for commentary by others, should 


blotted from existence. 
I move that the House ie how 


positions 


sor a renewal of asectional contro 
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be he ard by one of ils own mie mibe rs be fore 


we 
adjourn. 

1 do not, like the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Waker] who addressed you this morn 


mgs, feel any uneasiness at my political position. 
Democrat ct 

1 . 

have no terms of compr 


I asl no guart 
ix | 


We stand 


} +] ek" 1 
Like tie hahiwer, i 


to Olfer or accept. 


ion i this ¢ 
NES 
‘r—my party asks no 
before : 


qu uwler. 


our country upon the tunda- 
micntal propositions we h ive asserted, and w 
are ready at all times to maintain em as tl 
true a id onl y safe bases of our } ional inte 
rity. I do not complain of the le rislative declar- 
ation of the Democratic menliere of this tlo ‘ 
made at the ex Mniehneement of this sess mn, 
either for its want of courtesy or for the unusual 


lithe 


contrary, Lr 


ind } lace at which it 4 tt ! 
it | al \ ‘ IL Was Ullered. 


evard it as the ilimate 


On the 
sequence 


of th Executive Administration thoss renmtie= 
men sul pport—an Adintmistration which pro- 

ribes from office and place all men protessing 
tiie OPiLONS I enter und which dares, in this 


free country, to wie 
down even the 
eNpres 


soud appl aise in 


ld the arm of 
comimion lal i 
sion of American sentiment 

the galleries.) They have 
this country that the y reat { 


powet lo Strike 
au hone 


‘aimed before 


us as the enemies of civil and religious libe rly, 
because of our enunciation of truths whieh w 

sineerety believe to be essential to the pre serva- 
tion ¢ e American independence and American 
Hation lity, and we ace pt tie Issue, Ay, Sir, 


we take up the glaive thus thrown by our adver- 
sary, though he 
Ine it, 

But, sir, we did suppose that 


are aaainan r forthe contest. 


] ) ~+ 1} } ? } . 
plays thie Parthian while ofier- 


this was not 
‘That combat belongs 


to the hustings and before the great body of the 
lL understood that we « here for the 
the public business de- 
al d 


unination and 
atforn ns 


as preliminary eanization of hoe Llouse. 
But when gentlemen of the Democratie 
have undertaken, at the beginning 


» -ople. are 


purpose of transacting 


manding lecislative ex: acti wn 
thatthere was no hecessity for plans and p 
to the o17 
party 
,tloconvzratulate 
sults of the el , ane 
stand in solid phalanx as 
the peculiar defenders of great principles of eivil 
and religious freedom against ¢ 
tults made upon them by the 
party of the United St ites—when laudatios 
this hivh ground, so assumed, 
by their press from this 


the count try upon the re 
to proe 


etions 


lain that the v 


Ktraordinary a 
“Know Nothine”’ 
is of 
rae issucd 


echoe dd 


have 
capital, and are 


and reéchoed by their paper of lesser note and 
consequ nee, from one end of the Union to the 
other, their action takes a political significance 


we cannot safely disregard, and they will justly 
held respons ible by the country for the 
wy have made of the forum in which to pro- 
claim their politeal creed and determinations. 
} circumstances, I want the 

Ms country to serutimize that 

be excused, I trust, for declaring brit fly the 
position which I also occupy as an American. 
Independent of their assumption that they are 
d rel vious libe rly, 
to protect the fundamental maxims of 
both from the ruthless assaults of ** American- 
the 


principles, 


choice 


l nade r these pe ople of 
t declaration, an 


may 


7 


the esp en friends of civil an 


arraye dl 


Isim 


—independent of their arraignment of 
(merican party foravi 
they have tak 
to which [Ih 

Their) 
country fi 
Kansas-2 


] > .1 
ation of thy 


hnastand upona 


tional que BLIOM 
ivoke the attention 


1ofmy countrymen. 
: tions to Lhe 
»prineciples of the 
”? and they hold it 

$ in the 


1 1 
solution tenders congratuia 


the trimmph ‘of the 





y ! 
Vebraska Will, to be 


their hichest duty ** to continue our effort 


maintenanet and defense of those prin bpole 3s and 
the constitutional rights of every section, and 
every class of e1tize us, against their oppoine nts of 





every Geseri 


ption,’’ &e. 
men to take that 


of these 


Thi 
! 


position exhibits the desire 


re adine ss 
wont 
rsy; and I charge 
the fact to be, that it is taken with the expectation 

SO lidifying the pe litical and material interests of 
one section of this cow ntry, and arraying men of all 
parties in that section against the other sectioa, and 
is done with the view of meeting their natural antago- 
nists—the Republican party—in order that THEY may 
get up a sectional presidential contest. If this is 
true, will not the country perceive at once that 
the introduction of these intoar 
by the Democratic 
oreanization 


matters oOiulloh 


members preliminary to an 
uding and 


1¢ Republican section 


of this Chamber, is an 


abetting of the effort of u 
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of this House (which claims to be a majority 








upon A pire lv S‘ etional is ue,and which secksa 
contest or that basis) to have such an orvamiz 
uon as will necessarily transfer the contest to the 
popwar arena tatume, and ina manner fatal to 
the car ft Amertean live ry, and to the Unton 
of t 

Land they who have acted with me here take a 
different position, And | beseech my.country- 
men throughout the length and breadth of this 
land to reeard well the Position we do occupy, 
and which we proc laimto be the national—the 
-Imerican position. We donot apply asa test of 
political soundness the advocacy or rejection of 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill. Wi do not ask a 
man whether he is for or aramst the principles of 
that bill. We ask of every man that he wil eon- 
sider that contest as closed, and his nledee to re- 


sist the renewal of the sectional strife to which it 
has wiven rise: that he will resist the introdue- 
tion inte Congress of questions which affect th 
diftérent systems of labor under which we live: 
and that we shall have no renewal of sectional 
controversies here 


’ 
J unless compelled by the pro- 


gress of events to decide upon such questions in 
the legislative branch of this Government. 

There is no necessity for us to arm ourselves 
arainst Saas other before the oceasion arises to 
demand it When the crisis comes we will meet 
it as becomes citizens and legislators That Is 
our position. 

I may be told that the Kansas election will 
bring the controversy here avain. ; sas not know 


that this will be so; but I pledge myself, in the 
presence of he ayen and before my co unt ry, that I 
am as nterested upon that question as any 


juror that ever took his seat ina jury box, and as 
‘determined to investigate the facts, and upon the 
convictions of my own qua rTment to pronounces 
according to the right. Is! 
alism in reward to that ease. f Lp F 

Phe principles of the Kansas bi “When 
gentlemen talk about ‘*the principles of the 
Kansas bill,’? Lshould like to know what they 
mean by that phrase. { was about applying 
to-day to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, when 
he was dilating upon those prin ink s, to know 
whether he understands the principles of the 
Kansas bill to authorize ‘* squatter sovercignty,”’ 





all k how no seetion- 








(or what is known as squatter Sov retguty ) in 
the Territories. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. If I understand 
the question of the honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky 

Mr. MARSHALL, (interposing.) In order 
that 1 may be distinctly understood, permit me 
to put my question in another way. I want to 
know of the gentleman whether he understands 
the p rineiple of the Kansas-Nebraska bill to 
authorize the passage of laws to prohibit the 
institution of slavery, by the first settlers of the 
Territory who convene under the territorial gov- 
ernment? That is a plain question. 
~ Mr. JONIES. I had occasion during the last 
Coneress to examine that bill with ¢great care 
before I voted for it, and I understood that by 
that act all the power that this Government pos- 
sesses over the subject-matter under the Consti- 
tution of the United States was conveyed to the 
pe ople of the Territory; all the powe r that we 
have to give is given tothem under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; and that ts all the 
power we have to give. After that, when they 
come to frame a constitution for themselves, then, 





by express provision of that act, they have power 
to determine whether they will have a provision 
for slavery in their constitution or not, and they 
shiall be entitled to admission into this Union 
with or without slavery, as they in the formation 
of that constitution shall determine. 

Mr. MARSHALL. It will be perceived 
once, by the gent man’s own section of the 
House, that he has slided the question. 

Mr. JONES. That is tl 
struction. 

MARSHALL. That is my construction 
of the gentleman’s answer. I want to know of 
the gentleman whether, when he asserts that he 
sustains the pri 1iple of the Kansas-Ne yen 
bill, and goes before the country with that deel 
ration, he understands that Congress has ieatioied 
upon the inhabitants of the Territory the right to 
exclude slavery pending the territorial government ! 
That is my question. 


1e gentleman’s con- 


Mr. JONES. Now, I think I understand the 
rentleman pretty correctly. 

Mr. MARSHALL. T haven 

Mr. JONES. Lunderstood the 


tleman to propound a question to me, which I 
! ( wertn bebalf of the Demoecratie party 
if that resolution, and I 
\ precisely as I supposed I was 
authorized to do. LT now understand my friend 
from Kentucky propounds a question as to my 
individual belief. That is an entirely different 


question, and T will answer it. But I will first 
isk him @& questio 
Mr. MARSHAL i. Well, that is a kind of 
sectionalism | don’t understand. [{Lauehter.} 
Mr. JONES. Tam not at all surprised that 
the gentleman and myself do not agree in any- 
thing. But as the question is necessary to my 


answer, Lask him whether this Congress, under 


the Constutution of the United States, has thi 


power of conferring upon a Territory, prior to 


its form ation of a State constitution, the power 


of establishing or prohibiting slavery? 

Mr. M ARSH:, AL L. I am perfectly willing 
that the country should see the mann rin which 
the coal weneousness of the Democratic party is 


ee by the display the ntleman has 
made. [Laught: r.] Van 

Mr. JONI I hope the gentleman will con- 
sider it a fair question, and not dodge it. The 
rentleman asked my individual belief. IT simply 
ask him now, has this Government the power, 
under the ee of the United States, to 
clothe the citizens of Territory, prior to the 
formation of a State constitution, with power to 
evislate upon slavery or not? 

Mi MARSHALL. I say, no. 

Mr. JONES. Very well, if the gentleman 
says no, lL reply, if this Government has not the 


{ 
1 
1 
\ 


power, they n ver have conferred it; because they 
cannot confer what they have not got. 
MARSHA I understand the ventle- 
man bases his position, then, upon a concurrence 
with myself upon a question of constitutional 
law. He asks my op inion as toa at of con- 
, hupot het- 
ically, upon that opinion: if the Vv oaae not the 
power, they have not bestowed it. The Demo- 
eratic members of this House stand ‘upon the 
principle of the Kansas-Nebraska bill;’’ and I 
venture to assert that there is not a southern 
Democrat upon this floor—unless exception be 
made of one or two cases from Alabama, Ten- 
nessee, and Virginia—who will go before his 


stitutional law, and frames his answs 








constituency and proclaim the doctrine of squat- 
ter sovereignty; and all the northern Democrats 
justify their advocacy of those ‘principles’ 
upon the plea that squatter sovereignty is secured 
by the bill. 

“IT was not here when that bill was passed, and 
I would like to know of gentlemen upon the 
other side of the House, when they say they 
maintain the principles of the bill, whether the y 
intend to up shold it as a model bill for the organi- 
zation of other Territories of the Union? because 
if they do, they are right in declaring themselves 
oppost d to Americanism; for one of ‘* the prin- 
ciples”? of that bill gives to a man, who has not 
amendmen United States, the privilege 
of exercising the =. of aaaes cand of holding 
office in the Territorie Against that privilege 
of alien suffrage I enter my solemn protest, and 
can never act with a party which proclaims that 
as one of its fundamental principles in this eoun- 
try. As they mtend to take that cargo on board 
their vessel in the coming presidential contest, I 
am glad to know it by their declaration now—at 
the time of starting. Itis at war with all my 
ideas of that civil liberty which was ae . ved by 
the Revolution, and is secured by the Constitu- 
tion. ‘That principle was put into the bill, in my 
opinion, for the purpose ef stimulating emigra- 
tion, and causing a hot-bed growth of the north- 
western portion of this Confederacy; but as the 
Democratic section of this House embrace it 
among the other ** principles of the Kansas bill, 

I] take a broad issue before the country upon it. 
Gentlemen upon this side of the House {turn- 
ing to the Republicans] cannot expect me, with 
my principles, to act with them. I do not recog- 
nize any man as belonging to the American party 
who does not stand flat-footed upon the Philadel- 
phia platform. 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs,] who 


I disclaim the ide a that the gen- | 
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has been voted for as Speaker, is a member of 


the American party. Heand hiscolleaenes may 


so claim him, but he will recognize at once the 
mmpassable line which divides him from me. 
The Philadetphia platform in its twelfth section 
did no more, and dovs no more, than assume the 
position taken here to-da z yy me and the gen- 


themen who have voted with me through these 
several ai af , VIZ: resistance to sectional amita- 
tion, and ¢ vartfelt desire to see this Govern- 
ment placed unon a line of action which shall 
secure the rights of all sections; which shall pre- 
serve the harmony and integrity of the Govern- 
ment in its workings upon the interests of each 
and every seetion: and which shall divert the 
ttention of the American people from these mis- 
erable “isms”? which make them all unt happy by 
disturbing the harmony of Government in all 
sections. Sir, |] wish to see the people oie 
some line of progress in which their nationality 
may be asserted, and this Government may be 
made to redound to the benefit of every section 
of our noble Confederacy. ‘ 
JONES. The gentleman took the liberty 
of asking me a question, and [ hope he will allow 
me the same favor at this point. I understood 
him to say he recognized the twelfth section of 
the Philadelphia platform. I wish to ask him if 
he recognizes that section which prosecribes men 
from the rights of American citizens, as [ under- 
stand them, on account of their religion and the 
place of their birth ? 

Mr. MARSHALL. I shall have no difficulty 
at all in answering the gentleman that question. I 
am in favor of the largest freedom in religion and 
hibe rty of conseience, As i ‘aim the right of 
private * judgme nt in matters of religious belief for 
myself, [re spect itin others. Iam notin favor, 
and I never have been in favor, and I de ny that 
the Am riean party has, in its platform, or in any 
manner, declared an intent to legislate or act so 
as to proscribe a man on account of his religion. 

Mr. JONES. I wouldask the gentleman from 
Kentucky if the Louisiana delegation were not 
refused their seats inthe Philadelphia convention 
upon that very ground ? 

Mr. MARSHALL. The gentleman isas con- 
versant with that matteras Tam. But I can tell 
the gentleman this, that whenever the American 
party sce a man in thiscountry who looks abroad 
tor his allegiance, whether it be found at Rome 
or els where , they do not believe he can be trusted 
asa depositary of political power in this country. 

It is useless for us to discuss the catechism of 
the American party, since that gentleman and I 
are as wide as the poles asunder. All I intend 
doing now is, to make an explanation of the rea- 
sons why the organization of this House does 
not proceed. The gentlemen on the other side 
of the House have followed with their programme 

—a congressional manifesto indicating the ground 
on which they pli ace the Democratic party for the 
future—and in that programme I find my senti- 
ments denounced. | find myself prose ribed, as 
an enemy to civil and religious liberty. I find 
them making proclamations of adherence to prin- 
ciples an I know, sir, are not understood the 
same way by their own party, North and South. 

Mr. JONES. Will my friend from Kentucky 
allow me to ask him another que stion ? 

Mr. MARSHALL. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES. Lassure the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky that I would not inte rrupt him, nor ask 
any question Ww hatever, only I find that his re- 
marks are based upon the construction of the 
Pp yhrase ology of are ‘solution which I had the honor 
to present in the Democratic caucus. 

Will my friend allow me to ask hima question? 
He has announced here pe bliely be Se e coun- 
try that he isa member of the American party, 
and he objects to that resolution because he says 
when we declare to the country that we are 
against any party which proseribes civil and re- 
livious liber y, that means him and his party. 
Now, I assure my friend, | have never said that 
he was against civil liberty or religious libe rty; 
but, if my friend puts hi mself ina party whie h 
that general sentiment designates, then it does 
hit my friend, an we so intend d. [Cries of 
*6Good!’’ ““A hard hit.?*] 

Now, if the gentleman from Kentucky will 
allow me, | will ask him this question: If, when 
he entered into that American organizati on, his 
experience there verified the correctness of my 
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